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SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS YOU CAN TEACH YOUR KIDS ARE THE WORLD IS BIG, ADVENTURES ARE 
EVERYWHERE AND DREAMS AREN’T MEANT TO BE PUT UP ON A SHELF. SET THE EXAMPLE BY LIVING YOURS TODAY. 

LIVE YOUR LEGEND™.  GET STARTED AT H-D.COM/TODAY

YOUR KIDS WILL MISS THE LESSON.YOUR KIDS WILL MISS THE LESSON.
IF YOU WAIT TO LIVE YOUR DREAMS,
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T here’s an old saying 
that you never see a 
motorcycle parked outside 

a psychiatrist’s office (although I have 
seen a few nut jobs riding them), 
because riding a motorcycle is great 
therapy for the mind, body and spirit. 
Whether it’s alone with just the wind 
and our thoughts, connecting with 
friends on a ride, or sharing road 
stories afterwards, we riders have 
experienced some of life’s most 
meaningful moments from the seat 
of a bike.

But riding is also something many 
put off during some of the best years 
of their lives as the stresses and 
often conflicting priorities of work, 
family and life in general place heavy 
demands on the time they devote 
to themselves. It’s the selfless and 
responsible thing to put the needs 
of loved ones ahead of our own, and 
spending precious time and money 
riding a motorcycle might feel selfish. 
“I’ll do it someday… maybe when 

the kids go to college… or when I retire.” It’s all too easy for the excuses to pile up 
as you kick the can down the road of life, waiting for the perfect moment. But for 
many people, that time never comes. As the perfect moment dances just out of 
reach, so too does the chance for all those incredible experiences on a bike to help 
us make better, more complete versions of ourselves.

But there’s a real cost to putting it off. The soul-stirring experiences we miss 
today can never be relived, and the legacy we could be building today for our 
friends and family, that we’ll pass on to the next generation, is diminished if we 
don’t nourish it every day. 

If you’re reading this magazine, I’m probably preaching to the choir, because 
you’ve either avoided falling into this trap, or you’ve already escaped it. But I’ll bet 
you know someone who hasn’t. The lesson is pretty simple: take the time today to  
build your legacy for tomorrow. 

If you have a story about how riding has enriched your life or helped you 
connect to yourself or the people you love, please send it to hogmagazine@harley-
davidson.com or share it on social media using the hashtag #LiveYourLegend.

MATT KING

INTAKE
Fabulous FXR 
Thanks for the FXR Low Rider® piece in 
034. I was blessed to have a job as test 
rider at the Harley-Davidson® test track in 
York, Pennsylvania – I was one of the first 
to test the newly developed FXR model! 
H-D® engineering’s superstars, such as 
Erik Buell, made it happen. It was obvious 
that the FXR was special as the radar 
showed close to 20mph more speed than 
anything previously tested. So I had to 
have one! Thirty-three years later, my ’83 
FXRS still embarrasses sport-bike riders, 
as they “monkey” off the side of their 
bikes in the curves. Passing them on the 
inside, I sit bolt upright, enjoying the wind. 

DAN WHITFIELD

Via email 

FEEDBACKFROM THE EDITOR

What’s Your Legend?

SOUND OFF – LOUD AND PROUD.
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Truly Tennessee 
Thanks for the coverage on a section  
of East Tennessee (Next Ride, HOG 034) 
that I often ride and visit as an Assistant 
Director and Road Captain of Volunteer 
Thunder Chapter 1560 in Knoxville.

We enjoy the mountains, the scenery 
and the history of this area and we  
invite all riders interested in beautiful 
countryside to join us for a guided tour  
at any time. You will find it at its most 
beautiful during October when the  
colors come to life.

JOHN SLIGER

Knoxville, TN

Try a Tri Glide®
I think your magazine is great.  
However, I also think you are ignoring  
a large part of your riding public. I’m 
referring to all of us riding on Tri Glides®. 
We enjoy the freedom as much as the  
rest of the riders, but never seem to be 
appreciated. 

DON YOUNKIN

Via email 

Don, we love trike riders. No matter how many 
wheels you rock, it’s better than driving a car.

Coat of colors 
I became a life member of H.O.G.® early 
on. My first Harley was a new red 1985 
FXST, which I rode for 344,000 miles.  
My present ride – my sixth Harley – is a 
2004 black Dyna® Super Glide® Sport. As  
a Harley-riding firefighter, in 1991 I ended 
up founding an international organization 
composed of like-minded souls: Wind & 
Fire MC Inc. Now in its 25th year, the club 
exists in more than 20 countries, and hosts 
nationally and internationally more than 
two dozen charity events annually, many 
of which benefit burn-injured children.  
Of course I wear my club-colors vest, 
which has a H.O.G.® patch.

JERRY EIBERT

Santa Barbara, CA

Heat of the moment
Great info on passing – especially on group 
dynamics (Between the Lines, HOG® 034). 
I’m a New York City, northeast-area rider 

and there are definitely times when I can 
see my way clear and I’ve got to crank the 
throttle. But riding with the traffic speed 
gives me more options and more time to act 
on them, especially when I get that sweet 
empty space between the packs of cars!  
My tip for safer passing? Keep an eye on  
the driver’s head and steering wheel when 
passing. A glance in the car’s side mirror 
can reveal eye movement of the driver. 

JIM BLAKENEY

Via email 

Treacherous tailgaters 
The Between the Lines article, “Safe 
Passage,” was informative and gave me 
some useful tips. But it got me wondering: 
What should I do if a vehicle tailgates me, 
and I’m in a lane where I can’t change to a 
different one? Some advised me to 
accelerate, some advised to decelerate in 
order to force the tailgater to change their 
lane. Any tips?

BASSAM ALATTAR 

Via email 

Good question and somewhat tricky. The  
MSF recommends slowing down. This is not 
intended to further instigate the tailgater, but to 
give you the time and space you need to make 
safe decisions and respond to what is happening 
in front of you. I suggest that you cannot 
presume what the driver is thinking. Their 
judgment may be impaired by emotions or 
alcohol. If they don’t respond to a couple of 
flashes of your brake light then it is best to turn 
off at the next opportunity and let them by.  
This may sound like a wimpy move, but we  
have to remember that we are vulnerable on  
two wheels and never come out the winner in  
an altercation with a four wheeler. –Ray Petry, 
H-D Riding Academy

Here are a few more passing strategies I’ve 
used successfully: Observe the behavior of 
the vehicle to be passed. If it is behaving 
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INTAKE

WHAT’S  
YOUR STORY? 
We welcome your letters, photos, and 
riding stories. Please email yours to 
hogmagazine@harley-davidson.com  
or mail them to HOG magazine, 
P.O. Box 453, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 
Please include your name, address, and 
telephone number and/or email address. 
All submissions become property of 
Harley-Davidson. We reserve the right to 
edit submissions for length and content.

TABLET

DISCOVER  
HOG DIGITAL
GET THE DIGITAL EDITION OF HOG MAGAZINE for exciting 
bonus content: expanded photo galleries, behind-the-scenes interviews, 
exclusive videos, and more. Available for iPad, Android, and Kindle Fire tablets. 
Go to hog.com/tablet for details.

abnormally and might pose a threat while 
being passed take heed. Examples would 
be a drunk or texting driver. When 
approaching large trucks, semis, etc., be 
alert for the smell of hot rubber indicating a 
tire that is about to explode. This happened 
to me and I had to dodge a part of a tire and 
the explosion created quite a shock wave. In 
the deer infested areas here in Missouri, 
especially at night, sometimes I elect not to 
pass a vehicle unless it is going very slow.

TOM HILE

Harris, MO 

Where in the world?
On page 8 of issue 034 a picture 
(accompanying Peter Jakubowski, National 
Parks article) appears with no identification 
of its location – I’d love to ride to that spot. 
Can you identify which National Park it is 
in or the specific name of its location?

DAVE PHILIPS

Via email

That’s Neck Spring Trail in Utah’s 
Canyonlands National Park.
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Visit Harley-Davidson Motor Co. on the Internet at  
www.harley-davidson.com.

We care about you. Ride safely, respectfully, and within 
the limits of the law and your abilities. Always wear an 
approved helmet, proper eyewear, and protective clothing 
and insist your passenger does too. Never ride while under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs. Know your Harley® 
motorcycle, and read and understand your owner’s manual 
from cover to cover.

HOG® magazine is published by Harley-Davidson for 
members of Harley Owners Group, the official riding club 
of Harley-Davidson.

We reserve the right to edit all submissions for publication 
in HOG.

All submissions become property of Harley-Davidson 
Motor Co. If you’d like your photo returned, please send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope with your submission. 

All H-D® product illustrations, photographs, and 
specifications mentioned in the publication are based on 
the latest product information at the time of publication. 
The right is reserved to make changes at any time in prices, 
colors, materials, equipment, specifications, and models 
and also to discontinue models. Some vehicles in this 
publication are shown with available equipment.

HOG will not intentionally publish fraudulent or misleading 
advertising. HOG does not endorse any advertiser or its 
products, and cannot be responsible for advertisers’ claims. 
Some advertised products are not available outside the U.S.

To advertise in HOG, email John Sandberg at 
jsandberg@integraonline.com.

No part of HOG may be reproduced for any purpose in 
entirety or part without the express written consent of 
Harley-Davidson.

Harley-Davidson, Harley, H-D, HOG, H.O.G., and the Bar & 
Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. 

Copyright 2016

O WNING AND RIDING A 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON® is an 
immersive experience, and road  

trips are one of the greatest elements of that. 
And with the riding season now well 
underway for most of the Americas, it’s an 
opportune time to run through some of the 
benefits your H.O.G.® membership offers and 
how that can integrate into your ride to make  
that experience the best it can be. 

First on the ‘H.O.G. toolkit’ list for many  
is the online Harley-Davidson Ride Planner 
– the essential online resource to plan your 
ride, designed specifically for Harley® riders  
by Harley riders, including hotels, points of 
interest, dealers and events. To make the 
experience even more convenient when you 
are on tour, download the Ride Planner App for your mobile 
device and access all the features wherever you are. H.O.G. 
members can access additional features including the ability  
to see other riders’ check-ins – see where your fellow riders 
recommend for the best of everything from burgers to beds, 
bands and more. 

Recognizing that not everyone has yet embraced the brave 
new online world, if you are more analog than digital, we’ve  
got that covered with the Touring Handbook – convenient and 
up-to-date mapping designed specifically to be Harley-friendly 
with detailed road coverage of the US and Canada with a host 
of additional information.

The Roadside Assistance program has been an essential part 

of H.O.G. membership since the early days.  
It now offers several levels of service that, for 
many, justifies H.O.G. membership on its 
own. Standard coverage – included at no extra 
cost in your membership – gives you peace of 
mind in the event of most incidents you may 
meet on the road. 

Looking for quality accommodation at a 
decent price? We’ve got that covered too. The 
Best Western Ride Rewards program offers 
H.O.G. members bonus points, upgrades and 
10 percent off room rates at thousands of 
locations in America and overseas.

Finally, the jewel in the crown of any  
road trip has to be our H-D® Dealer network. 
This is an unrivaled resource for you while 
traveling, whether for a service, travel 

information, a friendly cup of coffee or to meet fellow riders 
and H.O.G. Chapter members.

The hog.com website offers more information about your 
benefits, and the experts at the H.O.G. Member Services Center 
can help you with any inquiries. We are constantly looking for 
new benefits to add further value to H.O.G. membership. If you 
have any ideas, let us know via the Member Services Center, or 
email us at hogmagazine@harley-davidson.com. So next time 
you head out on your Harley, make sure you pack your H.O.G. 
card – it may be the only tool you need. See you on the road!

TIM BUDZIEN

Director, H.O.G. & Membership Programs I

FROM THE OWNERS GROUP

H.O.G. is your Touring Tool Kit

Editor in Chief 
MATT KING
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Unseasonably warm weather and melting ice during the 
weekend of Milwaukee’s Mama Tried custom bike show in 
February couldn’t deter a few crazy riders like Matt Walksler 
from taking “hot” laps through the slush on a local lake.  
Photograph by Josh Kurpius

Hot Shoe?
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Karen Davidson (center), great-granddaughter of Harley-Davidson 
co-founder William A. Davidson, leads a group of military and first 
responder riders on an honorary lap around Daytona International 

Speedway during the 75th Annual Bike Week to celebrate  
Harley-Davidson’s free Riding Academy program for all current  

and former U.S. military personnel and first responders, including  
law enforcement officers, firefighters and EMS professionals.  

Learn more about it at h-d.com/AmericanHeroes.  
Photograph by Roberto Gonzalez

Lap of Honor



THIS IS ONE TICKET 
YOU’LL BE HAPPY TO GET.
STARTING NOW, YOUR H.O.G.® MEMBERSHIP CARD DOUBLES 
AS A FREE PASS TO THE HARLEY-DAVIDSON MUSEUM.
Learn more at hog.com/museum. 

©2015 H-D or its affiliates. HARLEY-DAVIDSON, HARLEY, H-D, and the Bar and Shield Logo are among 
the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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THE WORD
DON’T JUST KEEP UP. TAKE THE LEAD.

Builders and fans from around the country gathered  
Feb. 19-21 for the Mama Tried show, Milwaukee’s own  
celebration of custom bike culture. Visit hog.com to  
see more photos from the show.
Photograph by The Moto Foto | Dan Lim

Mama Tried
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THE WORD HD NEWS

LIVING THE DREAM

Win the Ultimate H-D Museum Trip

EVENT

ABCs of 
Touring 2016
If you have the itch to go out and explore 
the world but are craving an experience 
that’s a little more challenging, grab your 
camera and sign up to this year’s ABCs of 
Touring competition. Last year’s winners 
were Andy Andresen, Newnan, GA (162 
points), Rick Curtis, Farmington Hills, MI 
(161 points) and Clay Douglass, Key West, 
FL (152 points).

A limited edition framed watercolour 
print by Willie G. Davidson and a 3” 
Museum Rivet are this year’s prizes for the 
winner. Some awesome prizes are also 
available for runners-up, including a H-D 
Premium Touring Luggage Set, a 3-in-1 
Leather Jacket, and a whole host of other 
goodies for everyone who participates. 

To enter, all you need to do is snap 
pictures featuring you, your Harley®,  
and the HOG® magazine or Touring 
Handbook cover in front of “official 
signs.” Then, towards the end of the  
year, submit your completed entry form 

along with your 
photos. The  
entry form, along 
with full details, 
can be found at 
hog.com/abc

 “The freedom, pride, and camaraderie of Harley-Davidson 
riders are always on display at the Museum – and the Dream 
Experience is your chance to see the Museum and our company 
headquarters as few others have,” says H-D Museum Vice 
President Bill Davidson. 

One lucky winner and a guest will receive a free trip to 
Milwaukee – including airfare – to take part in the H-D Museum 
Dream Experience in June. As well as three nights at the Iron 
Horse Hotel, the prize includes:

•  Admission to the opening of the exhibit Drag Racing: America’s 
Fast Time 

•  Intimate walk through the Museum and lunch at MOTOR® Bar 
& Restaurant with Bill Davidson

•  VIP access to Museum Archives and Motorcycle Storage Area 
with behind-the-scenes tour

•  VIP tour of the H-D Motor Company headquarters with 
exclusive shopping opportunity at Juneau Avenue  
Employee Store

•  Custom 3” Living the Legend™ Museum Rivet
“And remember, as a new benefit, H.O.G. members now enjoy 
free admission to the Museum,” Davidson adds. “I like to think 
of the Museum as H.O.G.’s home away from home.”

Enter by May 18 to win the H-D Museum Dream Experience 
– visit www.h-dmuseum.com/dream. 

All last winter, Harley-Davidson dealers from around the country toiled in their 
workshops building custom Harley-Davidson Sportster motorcycles for this year’s 
Custom Kings competition, and the fruits of their labor are ready to be revealed. 
By the time you read this, the winner will have been selected from 64 finalists in an 
NCAA tournament-style fan vote. Visit h-d.com/customkings to see all the entries 
and find out who was crowned the Custom King. 

COMPETITION

Custom Kings
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Harley-Davidson® 
has a global 
Brand Protection 

team, whose job is to 
protect the brand from 
copyright and trademark 
infringement.

In 2015, an astonishing $875 
million worth of counterfeit 
online merchandise was 
successfully taken off the Internet. In 
a single lawsuit, 19 related websites 
selling counterfeit merchandise 
(including leather jackets) were 
taken down.

In the second half of 2015 
in China, there were eight 
successful raids on factories 

making counterfeit merchandise.

In 2015, a total of 1,167 new 
infringement matters were 
opened worldwide.

Here are four things to 
look for to spot counterfeit 
merchandise: 

1. Poor-quality craftsmanship; 
2.  An unusually low price – if it looks 

too good to believe, it probably is;
3.  Modification of the trademarks 

(e.g., Barley-Davidson) or 
typographical/spelling errors  
(e.g., Harley-Davison); 

4.  No (or improper) hang tags, 
labels, or packaging.

1

3

5

5 THINGS YOU  
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

H-D Brand 
Protection

2

4
Back roads all the way! The clean, fresh 
smell of the outdoors and the feeling 
of our freedom are all around. -KRIS W. 

... I always find myself drawn to the 
back roads with their hidden towns 
and surprise breathtaking scenery. 
-MIKE HART. ... The byways are good 
for scenery, but the highways are faster 
and safer in the sense that you don’t 
come to the top of a knoll just to find 
a car backing out of his driveway, or a 
farm tractor stopped in the center of 
the roadway. –STAN. ... Hands down 
it’s the back roads, especially back 
roads with “curve ahead” signs. 
Occasionally the highways are useful 
if you need to make up distance on 
a trip. -GLENN SCHREINER. ... If it’s 
daylight hours then it’s back roads all the 
way. At night, though, it’s totally different 
– you can’t see as well, so then I try to 

DIVIDED HIGHWAYS

Hit the highway  
or the byway?

WE ASKED: There’s nothing as classic as the sight of a Harley-Davidson cruising 
down a highway, but are the back roads the secret sweet spot? Do interstate 
drivers take away the charm of the highways or do the surprise tractors make 
the back roads a rugged nightmare?

THE WORD HD NEWS

Some of us prefer strength in numbers, and friends with whom to share their riding experiences. Other amongst us, however,  
prefer the freedom and “me time” associated with riding alone. Are you the leader of the pack, the sweep rider, or a lone wolf? 

NEXT QUESTION: 

Solo or group riding?

  Send your thoughts to hogmagazine@harley-davidson.com with “Divided Highways” in the subject line. We’ll publish the best responses in the next issue.«

stick to major highways or interstates. 
-TERRY FIELD. ... Ride the first day of 
vacation full throttle in one direction 
on the interstate – spend the next 
six days on the back roads heading 
home. –JOHN GEHLENBORG. ... My 
husband and I enjoy the back roads, we 
spend almost half a day planning out our 
bike dates deciding what back roads will 
give us the best scenery. –MIKE & SHAN. 

... The more squiggly the line on the 
map the better! –JOAN WILLENBORG. 
... Highways are great for getting from 
point A to point B, but that’s not why 
we ride. No one talks to anyone else at 
stops on the interstate and the food has 
a mediocre sameness to it. The soul of 
America can only be seen from the blue 
lines, where the people are friendly, like 
to talk to strangers and where there are 
always unpredictable adventures. -ERIC G

2%
PREFER THE HIGHWAY

24%
WANTED THE BEST OF 

BOTH WORLDS

74%
ALWAYS TAKE THE BACK ROAD 
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v

Whether you’ve got a weekend to 
spend in a city nearby or are looking 
for a cross-country adventure, H.O.G. 
rallies offer something for everyone.

H.O.G. RALLIES

K
E
Y

STURGIS  
MOTORCYCLE RALLY

STURGIS, SD
8/6-13

LAUGHLIN RIVER RUN
LAUGHLIN, NV

4/28-30

K

PACIFIC NORTHWEST  
H.O.G. RALLY (WA/ID/OR)
SPOKANE VALLEY, WA

8/25-27

TELLURIDE, CO
6/23-25

RIVERTON, WY
7/6-9

KENAI PENINSULA, AK
6/16-18

WOODWARD, 
OK

9/1-3

OPEN ROAD WEST 
SANTA FE, NM TO 
LANCASTER, CA

9/8-17

MAUI, HI
10/7-9

SIERRA VISTA, AZ
10/13-15

DAKOTAS RALLY (SD/ND)
WATERTOWN/MANDAN/ 

RAPID CITY
6/9-11

BOZEMAN, MT
7/21-23

RENO STREET VIBRATIONS
RENO, NV
9/22-24

CHILLIWACK, BC
7/14-16

LLOYDMINSTER, AB
8/18-20
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Plan now to catch up with H.O.G. at one  
of this year’s Pin Stops and collect a  
commemorative pin. Meet H.O.G. staff and 
get the VIP treatment just for stopping in.

PIN STOPS

HOG.COM/EVENTS
For specific U.S. rally details,  

visit www.XXstatehogrally.com 
with “XX” as the two-letter 

state abbreviation.

TOMAHAWK OPEN HOUSE
TOMAHAWK, WI

9/16-17

Y

BIKETOBERFEST®

DAYTONA BEACH, FL
10/13-15

AMERICADE
LAKE GEORGE, NY

6/8-11

LACONIA MOTORCYCLE WEEK
LACONIA, NH

6/13-18

ROLLING THUNDER® XXIX
WASHINGTON, D.C.

5/28-29

KANSAS CITY OPEN HOUSE
KANSAS CITY, MO

8/26-27

BIKES BLUES & BBQ
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

9/21-24

MYRTLE BEACH BIKE WEEK
MYRTLE BEACH, SC

5/14-21

IRON ADVENTURE RUN
(NH/VT, MA/RI, CT)

LUDLOW, VT
7/28-30

H.O.G. BREW CITY EXPERIENCE
 MILWAUKEE, WI

9/1-3

TUPELO TO 
NATCHEZ, MS
10/26-29

HARBOR SPRINGS, MI
8/18-20

WILLIAMSPORT, PA
7/28-30

EVELETH, MN
6/23-25

OSAGE BEACH, MO
8/25-27

ST. CHARLES, IL
8/18-20

BANGOR, ME
7/13-16

HOT SPRINGS, AR
6/23-25

LYNCHBURG, VA
6/22-25

MEMPHIS, TN
5/31-6/4

DENISON, 
TX

5/12-14

LEWISBURG, WV
6/14-18

LEXINGTON, KY
6/8-11

HARRINGTON, DE
5/19-21

HUNTSVILLE, AL
5/19-21

SEASIDE HEIGHTS, NJ
9/29-10/1

D, 

ALEXANDRIA BAY, NY
7/14-16

ZANESVILLE, OH
6/23-26

)
N/ 

MILWAUKEE RALLY
MILWAUKEE, WI

9/1-4

YORK OPEN HOUSE
YORK, PA
9/22-24

OHIO BIKE WEEK
SANDUSKY, OH

5/27-6/4

SAGUENAY, QC
7/21-23

SUDBURY, ON
7/28-30

POLK COUNTY, FL
10/26-29

HISTORY IN THE HILLS RIDE
 GETTYSBURG, PA TO 

OAK RIDGE, TN
6/16-23

MONCTON, NB
6/23-26

Event details subject to change.
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THE WORD GEAR

H arley-Davidson® riders love denim. In fact, a recent survey reveals that 75 percent of riders male and 
female wear jeans as part of their “standard riding uniform.” Which is why Harley-Davidson takes 
denim seriously and designs its hallmark style, quality and attention to detail into each denim piece from 

the Harley-Davidson MotorClothes® Collection. New Men’s and Women’s jeans are offered in a variety of styles, 
including the latest fashion-forward looks and finish treatments. Each is designed for riders, with top-quality fabrics 
and thoughtful details and available now at authorized Harley-Davidson dealers and online at h-d.com/store

Got Curves? 
The new Women’s Curvy Boot Cut 

Studded Mid-Rise Jeans offers curve-

hugging, mid-rise style plus shiny 

bling. These jeans feature contoured 

styling through the waist, hip, and 

thigh to flatter your shape and fit 

better to help prevent waistband gaps 

– not skinny, but nowhere near a flare, 

and narrow through the leg for an 

on-trend, lean silhouette. Rhinestone 

accented button and rivets and 

back flap pockets feature signature 

Harley-Davidson® embroidery, 

leather accents, and rhinestone 

embellishment, plus a unique left-

side coin pocket with embroidered 

Bar & Shield logo and embroidered 

Harley-Davidson® graphics inside the 

waistband. They are offered in a full 

range of sizes and lengths. Starting 

at $100.00 P/N 99173-16VW 

Light Indigo Vintage

The Heavy-Duty 
Men’s Original 
Traditional Fit Jeans are made with 

durable 100-percent cotton denim 

and have a slimmer fit through the 

seat and thigh with a tapered leg 

cut. Classic five-pocket style includes 

a unique left-side coin pocket for 

rider convenience, Harley-Davidson® 

embroidery on the back pocket and 

an embossed Bar & Shield leather 

patch at the back waist. They are 

available in 30 to 36-inch inseams 

and also offered in Faded Denim, 

Black Denim and Washed Blue colors. 

Starting at $39.00 P/N 99024-07VM 

Blue Denim

The New  
Women’s Boot Cut 
Embellished Mid-Rise Jeans offer 

a classic style and comfortable fit 

that’s universally flattering. These 

jeans fit straight through the hip and 

are relaxed through the thigh with a 

touch of spandex stretch for all-day 

comfort. Bright tees and hoodies 

contrast beautifully against the Dark 

Indigo Vintage wash. Back pocket 

bling is executed in embroidery 

embellished with sparkling 

rhinestones. Additional details 

include a unique left-side coin pocket 

with embroidered Bar & Shield logo 

and embroidered Harley-Davidson® 

graphics inside the waistband. They 

are offered in a full range of sizes  

and lengths. Starting at $55.00 

P/N 99176-16VW Dark Indigo Vintage

Men’s Modern 
Straight Leg
Slimmer in the leg for a modern look, 

the new Men’s Modern Straight Leg 

Fit Jeans also have a slight taper to 

the ankle, a slimmer fit through the 

seat and thigh, and are cut to ride 

just below the natural waist. The 100 

percent cotton denim features a dark 

wash and distressed finish. Details 

include a “V-Twin” back belt loop to 

keep the belt from pulling up over 

the waistband when seated, printed 

graphics inside the waistband, an 

embroidered Bar & Shield logo on 

the coin pocket and embossed Bar 

& Shield logo leather patch on back 

waist. Available in 30, 32, and 34-inch 

inseams and also available in Washed 

Black and Light Indigo colors. Starting 

at $60.00 P/N 99004-15VM Dark Indigo

It’s All in the Jeans
The latest denim from H-D MotorClothes marries form and function
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THE WORD HD NEWS

FOLLOW US

facebook.com/
harleydavidson

hog.com

@harleydavidson

instagram.com/
harleydavidson

pinterest.com/
harleydavidson

youtube.com/
harleydavidson

DOWNLOAD

Get the digital 
edition of HOG® for 

your tablet at 
hog.com/tablet

O il truly is the 
lifeblood of any 
engine – reducing 

temperature and friction and 
carrying away impurities such 
as combustion byproducts 
and metal bits that result from 
wear before they can cause 
damage. Then, like the human 
liver, the oil filter traps those 
contaminants, helping keep 
the engine components clean. 

Motorcycles are very hard 
on the engine oil as the parts 
move hundreds of times faster 
than in an automobile, at 
higher temperatures and, in 
many cases, cooled only by oil 
and air – which is why Harley-
Davidson® develops its own 
oil and lubricants, and why we 
keep improving them. 

In fact, the main engine, 
transmission and primary 
lubricants were recently 
reformulated and are now 
better than ever.  

WHY GENUINE H-D OIL  
VS. ‘ANOTHER BRAND’? 
Harley-Davidson lubricants 
are specially formulated and 
designed by H-D® engineers 
and oil experts specifically for 
Harley® engines, maintaining 
ideal oil viscosity, oil film 

thickness and impurity 
inhibition longer, and offering 
significantly better engine 
protection. Other brands 
are formulated to meet the 
minimum requirements of 
multiple makes and models 
and, as a result, may not meet 
the needs of H-D motorcycles. 

TESTED. AND  
TESTED AGAIN. 
H-D oil is developed, tested 
and proven under harsh, real-
world conditions for hundreds 
of thousands of miles, using 
sample analysis to maintain 
rigorous performance 
standards. Then the test 
powertrains are torn down to 
inspect for wear and deposit 
formation and to confirm 
that the oil has sufficiently 
protected the engine. No 
other oil is tested for more 
hours and more miles on H-D 
motorcycles than ours. 

H-D 360 MOTORCYCLE OIL 
Available in multiple grades, 
our mineral-based oil uses a 
high-temperature additive 
package to minimize engine 
wear and keep Harley  
engines cooler, cleaner  
and running longer. 

FORMULA+ TRANSMISSION 
& PRIMARY CHAINCASE 
LUBRICANT 
Formula+ is designed to 
maximize the life and 
performance of the clutch 
and optimize performance, 
friction and viscosity at 
elevated temperatures in the 
transmission and primary 
chaincase. 

SCREAMIN’ EAGLE® 
SYN3 FULL SYNTHETIC 
MOTORCYCLE LUBRICANT
SYN3 is designed for use 
in all three cavities of your 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle 
under the most demanding 
conditions, maintaining fluid 
film thickness for improved 
wear protection over the life 
of the oil. This formula is 
approved by Harley-Davidson 
for use in all stages of engine 
life and is not detrimental to 
the break-in stage of engines.

Please refer to your Harley-
Davidson Owner’s Manual 
for the proper SAE grade 
recommendation based on the 
climate temperature range 
where you ride – or consult your 
Harley-Davidson technician.

Ins and Outs of 
Harley-Davidson Oil
By BRYAN NORMAN

Support the Great Outdoors
with support from dealers and riders like 
you, we’ve already helped The Nature 
Conservancy plant almost half a million 
trees. You can show your support for 
Renew the Ride by purchasing a T-shirt 
at your local authorized Harley-Davidson 
dealer, and for every shirt sold we’ll 
contribute 10 percent of the retail price to 
The Nature Conservancy to help support 

its Plant a Billion Trees program.  
Visit renewtheride.com and nature.org 
for more information.

Renew the Ride™ is Harley-Davidson’s 
global effort to help preserve the beauty 
of nature and the open spaces we enjoy as 
riders. It’s all about protecting the great 
outdoors for great riding today and for 
generations of riders to come. To achieve 
that goal, Harley-Davidson has partnered 
with The Nature Conservancy to plant 
50 million trees by 2025, and together 
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Road 
Captain  

Recon
Tips from the Johnstown 

PA H.O.G.® Chapter 

THE WORD NEXT RIDE

T he rolling hills of southwestern 
Pennsylvania may be one of the 
state’s best-kept motorcycling 

secrets. The Laurel Highlands, just an hour 
southeast of Pittsburgh, is situated in the 
bucolic Allegheny Mountains. Named for the 
Allegheny’s Laurel Ridge and the mountain 
laurel – Pennsylvania’s state flower – the 
3,000-square-mile, three-county region offers 
an irresistible combination of scenery, history, 
and culture. 

HISTORIC HIGHWAYS
Take a ride through history on the Historic 
National Road Corridor – U.S. 40 – or the 
Lincoln Highway – U.S. 30 – both of which pass 
through the area. The National Road dates to 
1811 and was the first federally funded 
highway and an early gateway to the Midwest, 
while the Lincoln Highway was constructed a 
century later as the first transcontinental 
route. And be sure to check out the 68-mile 
Laurel Highlands Scenic Byway (state roads 
711 and 381).

A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT
Eight state parks dot the Laurel Highlands, 
and the Great Allegheny Passage – a 335- 
mile hiking and bicycling trail from Pittsburgh 
to Washington, DC – traverses the region.  
At Ohiopyle State Park, the Youghiogheny 
River Gorge features waterfalls and 
whitewater rapids.

THE WRIGHT STUFF
Famed American architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright designed three homes in Laurel 
Highlands, and Fallingwater, constructed  
in 1936 atop a waterfall, is considered his 
masterpiece. Today the home is the only 
Wright property open to the public with its 
original furnishings, artwork, and setting 
intact. Guided home tours are $25, purchased 
in advance (fallingwater.org).

SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE
The Flight 93 National Memorial near 
Shanksville is a sobering reminder of the 
horrific terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001. That day, one of four hijacked airliners 
crashed into an open field here after 
passengers fought back, preventing the  
plane from reaching its intended destination 
of Washington, DC. A visit to Memorial  
Plaza and its Wall of Names is a fitting way  
to pay tribute to those who gave their lives  
that day as well as to those who defend  
our freedoms.

The Pennsylvania 
H.O.G. rally runs July 

28-30 in Williamsport: 
paStateHogRally.com

For more information on 
Laurel Highlands, visit 
LaurelHighlands.org

Summer 
Breeze

COVERED BRIDGES
Pennsylvania has more historic 
wooden covered bridges than 
anywhere else in the country, 

including at least 10 in the Laurel 
Highlands – a perfect excuse for a 

motorcycle tour. “We go on covered 
bridge rides, where we check out all 
the bridges in the area,” says Cliff 
Fetterman, Head Road Captain of 
the Johnstown H.O.G.® chapter.

COAL MINES
Historically, coal was king in 
southwestern Pennsylvania, 

although few mines remain today. 
An accident at Quecreek mine in 

Somerset captured worldwide 
attention in 2002, when nine 
miners were rescued from a 
flooded shaft after 77 hours 

trapped underground. Today a 
plaque and seven-foot bronze 

statue of a miner mark the spot. 
“They also have the rescue capsule 
there, and you can see where they 
brought the miners up out of the 

hole,” Fetterman says.

WHEN TO GO
Laurel Highlands averages more 
snowfall than anywhere in the 

state, but come springtime, “the 
street sweepers clear off the sand 

and gravel, so anytime from 
mid-April on is best,” advises 

Fetterman. The mountain laurels 
start blooming mid-June, and fall 

foliage is superb as well.

Exploring the picturesque Laurel 
Highlands in Pennsylvania.



Harley-Davidson Insurance products are underwritten by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Harley-Davidson Insurance Services, Inc. is a 
licensed insurance agency in all 50 states with its resident agency license in Nevada (NV#5597). Available in U.S. only.  CA LICENSE #0B26461
  
Harley-Davidson, H-D and the Bar and Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. ©2016 H-D. All rights reserved.  

When it comes to protection, the company that built your ride probably 
knows the perfect way to protect it too. For peace of mind on the open road, 
trust Harley-Davidson Insurance to look after your Harley®  motorcycle. 
No depreciation for repairs on partial losses.

1-866-798-2848       H-DINSURANCE.COM



KEEP FIRING ON 
BOTH CYLINDERS.
Get the full-on, thundering Harley-Davidson experience with exclusive rides, a network of 

like-minded independents and a bunch of other perks that help you get every last town-

cruising rumble out of your Harley-Davidson motorcycle. RENEW TODAY AT HOG.COM/RENEW.

RENEW YOUR H.O.G.® MEMBERSHIP. 
AND GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR HARLEY-DAVIDSON.

©2015 H-D or its affi liates. HARLEY-DAVIDSON, HARLEY, H-D, and the Bar and Shield Logo are among the trademarks of H-D 
U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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Young Gun
Davis Fisher represents the next generation 

of talented young Harley-Davidson racers
Story by CHARLES PLUEDDEMAN Photo by BRIAN J. NELSON

THE WORD SPOTLIGHT

D avis Fisher doesn’t have a high 
school diploma yet. But he does 
have a ride on the Harley-

Davidson® Factory Team. Fisher, high 
school senior, certified flat-track phenom 
and the 2015 AMA Pro GNC2 champion, 
is moving up to the premier GNC1 class 
for the 2016 AMA Pro Harley-Davidson 
GNC1 presented by Vance & Hines flat 
track season. The rookie gets a ride on the 
dream team, paired with 2013 AMA Pro 
Grand National Champion Brad Baker as 
half of a two-rider Factory Team squad.  
It gets better. Fisher comes on board as 
the first rider to race the new Harley-
Davidson XG750R flat-track bike. 

“It’s a real honor to be chosen to ride 
for the Harley® Factory Team,” said 
18-year-old Fisher. “Growing up in the 
sport I realized there were not too many 
teams with this kind of support, or with 
the history that’s behind the Harley team.”

Fisher’s father Rex held AMA national 
number 12 and raced the full Grand 
National series from 1990 to 1995, from 
his home in Warren, Oregon.

“I pulled back on racing after Davis 

was born, but still ran a couple of events 
each season to maintain my number,” 
said Rex, who is a pipefitter by trade. 
“When Davis was about two, I was 
packing my gear to drive to Illinois for the 
Peoria TT. Davis was begging me to buy 
him a motorcycle. This was a kid who 
could ride a bicycle without training 
wheels when he was 18 months old, so I 
told him that when he stopped wearing 
diapers he could have a motorcycle. That 
evening I stopped and called home and 
my wife asked what I’d said to Davis, 
because she found his diaper on the floor 
of his room and he refused to put it back 
on. When I got home the diaper was still 
off and there had been no accidents. We 
bought him a PW50 the next day.”

Davis learned to ride on a track in the 
family’s back yard, and competed in his 
first flat track race at age six at Wide Open 
Sports Arena, an indoor track in Renton, 
Washington. Davis finished third in his 
first heat, but he won the main. He has 
been winning a lot ever since, working his 
way up through the AMA flat track junior 
classes. On alternate years he traveled 

with his dad to the AMA Nationals, 
starting in 2007. Davis won 
championships in the 85cc class in  
2009 and the 250cc class in 2011, and 
took two seconds in the 450cc classes in 
2013. At age 16 in 2014, Davis secured an 
AMA Pro license. Riding for Parkinson 
Brothers Racing of Clio, Michigan, Davis 
missed winning the AMA Pro GNC2 
championship by a single point despite 
missing four races due to injury. In 2015 
it all came together for the young racer. 
Davis dominated the series with four wins 
and five second-place results to clinch 
the GNC2 title with two races to spare.

Harley-Davidson has a history of 
picking young riders for its Factory 
Team. Jay Springsteen was just 18 when 
he signed on to the factory squad in 
1975, and Scott Parker was 19 when he 
signed with the team in 1981. Brad 
Baker, the youngest-ever Grand 
National champion, was 21 when he 
donned Harley leathers in 2014.

“We wanted a young rider for the 
XG750R program,” said Harley-Davidson 
racing manager Kris Schoonover. “Last 
year at a race mid-season Terry Vance 
nudged me and said Davis Fisher was 
someone to watch. We are excited to 
have the opportunity to bring an 
emerging talent like Davis up to the 
GNC1 series to develop the new bike 
alongside a proven champion like Brad 
Baker. After decades of flat-track racing 
success behind the Harley-Davidson 
XR750, we knew it was time to develop 
the next-generation Harley-Davidson 
flat tracker. The Street 750 was not 
designed to be a racing motorcycle, but 
competition was certainly in mind when 
the Revolution X engine was created.”

At the start of the 2016 season, Baker, 
a contender for the GNC1 championship, 
will continue to race aboard the Factory 
Harley-Davidson XR750, while Fisher 
races the XG750R through its 
development stage. He expects a steep 
learning curve in making the jump to 
GNC1 but still has high expectations.

“My goals for this season are to 
contribute to the development of the 
XG750R, finish in the top 10 in GNC1 
points, and win Rookie of the Year,” said 
Fisher. “I have a lot to learn by racing with 
fast guys like Brad and veteran champions 
like Jared Mees and Kenny Coolbeth.”

Fisher gets his diploma in June, but his 
education is just getting started.





STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL LICHTER



n addition to the thrill of riding itself, 
motorcycling is all about the camaraderie and 
fellowship with other riders that transcends 
all differences and boundaries and unites us 
as one family of riders. This lesson was 
reinforced on me when I embarked on an 
assignment to spend a few days with the 
Flying Eagles Motorcycle Club of Baltimore, 

one of the oldest and largest predominantly  
African-American riding clubs in the country.

Late August, just after Sturgis, was a perfect time 
to join the Flying Eagles for a weekend that included 
the renewal of wedding vows, regular club meet-
ups, and several great rides in and around 
Baltimore, culminating with the club’s annual 
Founders Picnic. It was an amazing opportunity  
to get inside access to a fascinating aspect of 
motorcycling’s cultural diversity with a club that has 
played a pioneering role in the sport’s race relations.

In the years prior to and immediately following 
World War II, even as motorcycling was exploding 
in the United States, there weren’t many options for 
black riders who wanted to join a motorcycle club. 
Even as late as the 1930s, the American Motorcyclist 
Association application boldly stated “Membership 
limited to white persons only”, ensuring that 
segregation extended even into motorcycling.

Club secretary Terri Collins described the  
history of the Flying Eagles and the importance  
of its annual picnic with a letter and vintage  
photo she sent to HOG®, inviting us to join them 
for the weekend. The photo shows participants  
in the Flying Eagles’ first field meet, which was  
held in July 1962. Open to riders of all races and 
types of clubs, it was a seminal event in the  
context of those turbulent times in America’s  
race relations. 

 “The first meet was held on my grandfather’s  
90-acre farm on Hodges Road near Sykesville,” 
Collins noted. “Carroll County was one of the last 
counties in Maryland to desegregate its school,  
and the area had an active KKK group, so for our 
club to have been recognized in that county at that 
time I believe would have been unprecedented. 
People still talk about it today.

“The history of the Flying Eagles Motorcycle Club 
speaks to pioneering African-American men and 
women who supported race relations in Maryland 
and especially in Carroll County in the 1960s,” 
Collins said. “My grandfather Norman Collins, Sr., 
and Marlene and Billy Harris’s grandfather Buster 
John Harris were founding members, and now my 
brother, Corey Norris, and I and Marlene and Billy 
Harris are third-generation members of the club.”
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“THE FLYING EAGLES 
HAVE PLAYED A 

PIONEERING ROLE 
IN MOTORCYCLING’S 
RACE RELATIONS”



H O G  M A G A Z I N E   30  V O L U M E  3 5



It’s clear the Flying Eagles are proud of  
their history and heritage. They still consider 
themselves a motorcycle club of color, but  
welcome anyone to join. Club bylaws simply state 
prospective members must have a motorcycle,  
ride with the club and be nominated by a club 
member before being voted in. 

Like any group of riders, the Flying Eagles come 
from diverse social, economic and educational 
backgrounds, but those differences fade when they 
ride together. When not talking about the day’s ride, 
they tell stories, which given the club’s 65-year 
history, are plentiful. I heard many throughout the 
weekend, but storytelling was truly the centerpiece 
of the Founders Picnic, an event that feels more like 
a family reunion than a gathering of bikers. 

Surviving founding members “Little Buster” 
Harris, his kid brother James “Jemma” Harris,  
and “Mr. Jack” Eldridge were there, as were the 
families of many other founders who have passed 
on. All ages were represented, from 89-year-old 
“Little Buster” down to newborn babies being  
shown off for the first time. Stories were shared by 
members young and old – “Remember that time we 
were up in New York and it was snowing and we had 
to ride back to Baltimore…” “How about that time 
down in Daytona…” – all united in laughter.

The weekend flew by like a whirlwind. Saturday 
began with the remaking of wedding vows by  
Corey “Jetson” Norris and his wife, Yvette, on  
their family farm. Great riding took us through 
downtown Baltimore where we stopped at The 

Horse You Came In On Saloon, a pre-Revolutionary 
War pub where Edgar Allan Poe is said to have had 
his last drink.

We rode out of Baltimore on a tree-lined route 
that wove through rich farmland filled with 
cornfields ready to burst straight to Vanessa’s  
Corner Pub in Westminster. I shot photos of the 
shiny bikes riding in unison through the curves as 
the beautiful sky quickly turned to dusk and then 
dark before we arrived. Easy to spot in their 
signature yellow shirts and leather cuts, many  
Flying Eagles were already enjoying this regular 
watering hole as we pulled up, and within minutes  
I was made to feel a welcome participant.

Sunday morning, under a perfectly blue sky, more 
than a dozen Flying Eagles met for breakfast before 
taking back roads to Sykesville, the town where the 
club hosted the original field meets. The Market 
Tavern offered a welcome spot to cool down with some 
cold drinks before heading out for photos in front of 
the Sykesville Volunteer Fire Company where the 
club’s founders had posed more than 50 years earlier.

As the picnic wound down late Sunday afternoon, 
everyone chipped in to get cleaned up before our last 
ride out to the American Legion, where the Flying 
Eagles, many of whom are also H.O.G.® members, 
meet up regularly with other clubs. There were at 
least a dozen different groups already there when  
we arrived and everyone knew everyone. More 
storytelling ensued with dancing and singing and 
laughter lingering in my memories of my new 
friends. A perfect way to cap a great weekend.
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“ALL AGES WERE 
REPRESENTED, 

FROM 89-YEAR-OLD 
‘LITTLE BUSTER’ 

DOWN TO NEWBORN 
BABIES”
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Finding Forgotten

Retro from the Get-Go
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By Glen Abbott
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to get Free Food.” And “Florida 
Man Attempts to Leave Store 
with Chainsaw Stuffed Down 
His Pants.” We Florida  
Men descend from a long line 
of brave and hardy souls, not  
to mention our fair share of 
hucksters, con men, and others 
seeking a quick buck. 

Be that as it may, Florida 
tourism didn’t really begin in 
earnest until after the Civil 
War, when returning soldiers 
sought the state’s balmy 
climate and cool spring waters 
as a panacea for a multitude  
of ills. Entrepreneurs saw 
dollar signs and began 
commercializing the state’s 
natural resources. At Silver 
Springs outside Ocala, the 
“glass bottom boat” was 
invented in the 1870s, and one 
of Florida’s first tourist 
attractions was born. Opening 
a window into the underwater 
world from the comfort of a 

rowboat or larger vessel, the attraction’s 
popularity continues to this day. “The 
very first glass bottom boat was a bucket 
that they put a piece of glass in the bottom 

of,” Silver Springs park ranger Kasey Fritz 
told me. “You just stuck your head over 
the side and looked down into the water.” 
As much as I love the image of tourists 
sticking their heads underwater in 
glass-bottomed buckets, this bit of tourism 
trivia sounds a little far-fetched to me.

Ponce and Porpoises
While the Fountain of Youth proved 
elusive to the early conquistador, it’s  
not that big a challenge for the modern 
traveler: just look for the giant stone 
pillars and retro neon sign spanning 
Williams Street in St. Augustine. “You’re 
standing in Florida’s oldest attraction,” 
Kit Keating, marketing manager at the 
Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park 
explained. “We have signed guest books 
stretching all the way back to 1867.”

I’ll go out on a limb here and state the 
artesian spring isn’t the real Fountain of 
Youth (if it were, wouldn’t that be Ponce 
de Leon himself and not a costumed 
re-enactor?), but archeological evidence 
leaves little doubt that the park sits upon 
the site of the original 1565 settlement of 
St. Augustine.

At the park’s Spring House, amidst 
dioramas of early Native American  
and Spanish life, you can sample the 

ulls glided on a 
gentle ocean breeze. 
Feathery wisps of 
cloud punctuated  
an intense blue sky. 
Surf lapped upon 
the sandy shore. 
Silently surveying 
the scene from  
the saddle of my 
trusty Road King®, 
rumbling north  
on Florida state 

road A1A toward the Ancient City, I felt 
content. Like Ponce de Leon 500 years 
earlier, I was on a quest. 

Juan Ponce de Leon, Spanish explorer 
and conquistador, landed in the New 
World on April 2, 1513, naming his 
discovery La Florida and claiming it for 
Spain’s King Ferdinand. Legend holds 
that he sought the source of eternal life,  
a mythical fountain of youth. He may 
have been Ponce the Conqueror, but he 
was also Florida’s first tourist.

Quest for Kitsch
While Ponce de Leon sought land, riches, 
and eternal youth, my goals weren’t quite 
so lofty. I was on a quest for classic Florida 
kitsch. There’s something about this state 
that seems to bring out the best in people, 
as evidenced by actual news headlines 
like “Florida Man Flashes Buttocks at 
IHOP After Impersonating Police Officer 
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Florida tourism 
didn’t really begin 
in earnest until 
after the Civil War, 
when returning 
soldiers sought  
the state’s balmy 
climate and cool 
spring waters
fountain’s sulfurous waters. “It’s not 
Perrier, but it’s delicious in its own right,” 
said Keating, in a statement worthy of  
his status as the attraction’s marketing 
manager. “When you taste the spring 
water, you’ll taste 30 to 35 minerals.  
The sulfur comes and goes.” (The sulfur 
mostly “comes” if you ask me, but hey,  
I don’t work in marketing.)

On the way to St. Augustine, I’d 
stopped at another vintage Florida 
attraction. Marineland was started in 
1938 as Marine Studios, a place for 
Hollywood to shoot underwater footage 
for TV shows and movies. “This is where 
the term ‘Oceanarium’ was coined,” 
Terran McGinnis, Marineland’s manager 
of education, explained. “It’s different 
from an aquarium, because as an 
Oceanarium they were bringing different 
kinds of animals together to recreate the 
ocean.” Right from the start, developers 
realized they’d created a tourism 
bonanza. Its location on Route A1A  
along the beach a few miles south of  
St. Augustine proved an irresistible draw 
for passing traffic. In 1955, Revenge of the 
Creature (sequel to Creature from the 
Black Lagoon) was filmed there, as was 
the late ’50s/early ’60s television series 
Sea Hunt with Lloyd Bridges. Today, 
Marineland Dolphin Adventure’s 
1.3-million-gallon ocean-water aquarium 
hosts 14 bottlenose dolphins. Interactive 
programs (i.e. “dolphin encounters”) 
have replaced performances, but there 
are still plenty of opportunities to watch 
dolphins being dolphins. 

Mermaids and Hippos
Cruising through Ocala National Forest 
the next morning, feet up on the highway 
pegs, I headed for Silver Springs. Like 
Marineland, Silver Springs attracted film 
and television producers as well as 

tourists, and a Tarzan movie, episodes of 
Sea Hunt, and the original Creature from 
the Black Lagoon were filmed on location 
there. After a relaxing tour of the springs 
on a glass bottom boat – and still 
chuckling at the image of tourists 
running around with glass-bottomed 
buckets on their heads – I headed west to 
Citrus County on Florida’s Gulf Coast.

In Homosassa, I met up with a friendly 
group of Crystal River H.O.G.® chapter 
members. Road captain and chapter 
director T.J. Joubert led us on a scenic 
tour of Fort Island Trail and Ozello Trail, 
the latter of which features some of the 
only twisties you’ll find in the state. This 
part of Florida is sometimes called the 
“Nature Coast,” and the short, curvy, 
Ozello Trail is unspoiled Nature Coast  
at its best, ending at a community park/
fishing area on Crystal Bay. At the end  
of the trail, we dined at Peck’s Old Port 
Cove Restaurant, enjoying some great 
local seafood and H.O.G. camaraderie.

After overnighting at the retro  
King’s Bay Lodge on the Crystal River 
waterfront (I didn’t see manatees but  
was told they’re common in the cove out 
back), I hit the road early and headed 
over to Homosassa Springs Wildlife  
State Park. The park, started in the early 
20th century as an exotic animal 
attraction, features an underwater 
observatory and native Florida wildlife: 
manatees, black bears, alligators, a rare 
Florida panther, and a hippo. Wait, what? 
Lu the African Hippopotamus was 
granted special Florida citizenship after 
the state purchased the park in 1989 and 
local residents petitioned the governor  
to prevent the park from giving away its 
beloved mascot, a former animal actor 
that had roles in Daktari and other 1960s 
television shows. 

Afterwards, I headed south on U.S. 19 



to Weeki Wachee Springs State Park. In 
1947, retired Navy diver Newton Perry 
purchased the springs and built an 18-seat 
underwater theater. He’d developed an 
underwater breathing system consisting 
of an air hose hooked up to a compressor, 
and hired local women to perform in 
synchronized underwater ballet shows. 
Weeki Wachee became a “roadside 
attraction” in the truest sense: at the 
sound of approaching traffic, Perry sent 
his swimsuit-clad girls out to the parking 
lot to wave the motorists in for the show. 
In the late 1950s, the ABC television 
network bought the park, installing a 
450-seat theater, and Weeki Wachee 
became a state park in 2008. Today the 
park attracts more than 400,000 visitors 
a year, offering mermaid shows three 
times daily. After taking in a show, Crystal 
River H.O.G.® member Mike Zimmerlin, 
a volunteer diver at the park, took me for 
a backstage tour. “Whatever underwater 
activities they need done, we do it,” he 
told me. “During special mermaid shows 
at night, we act as safety divers for the 
mermaids.” Nice work if you can get it!

Coral Castle Museum:  

coralcastle.com

Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park: 

fountainofyouthflorida.com

Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park: 

floridastateparks.org/park/Homosassa-

Springs

Silver Springs State Park:  

silversprings.com

Smallwood Store:  

smallwoodstore.com

Weeki Wachee Springs State Park: 

weekiwachee.com

More information

Trading Posts and 
Post Offices
From Weeki Wachee, I began 
the long trek down Interstate 
75 toward the Everglades. 
Joining up with the Tamiami 
Trail (U.S. 41) near Naples, I 
noticed “Panther Crossing” 
signs. The swamplands of Big 
Cypress National Preserve and 
Everglades National Park 
provide crucial habitat to the 
endangered Florida panther, of 
which fewer than 100 remain 
in existence. 

At Carnestown, I turned right onto 
County Road 29, riding through the 
sleepy, historic town of Everglades City 
and onto Chokoloskee Island, site of  
Ted Smallwood’s 1906 general store. 
Smallwood was a merchant who traded 
with the local Seminole tribe, and over 
the years his store served as a focal point 
for the small community. “It was kind of 
like a Super Walmart, except we even had 
a post office here,” according to Gary 
McMillin, husband of Lynn Smallwood 
McMillin, whose grandfather founded  
the store 110 years ago. “You could get 
just about anything you needed here.” 
Sitting on stilts at the edge of Chokoloskee 
Bay, the store is now a museum, with  
90 percent of its original stock intact. 

Not far away, in the tiny town of 
Ochopee, sits the country’s tiniest post 
office, an old shed on the edge of a field. 
“The original post office burned down  
in 1953,” acting postmaster Shannon 
Mitchell explained. “So the postmaster  
at the time brought the shed up to the 
front of the field, and they’ve been using 
it as a post office ever since.” Inside 
measurements are approximately six by 
seven feet. “It’s kind of cramped quarters 
in here, but everything’s within reach,” 
Mitchell optimistically noted.

King of the Castle
The last stop on my Forgotten Florida tour 
is a true classic of early roadside kitsch.

The Coral Castle Museum in 
Homestead stands as a testament to one 
man’s devotion. According to the story, 
Edward Leedskalnin spent 28 years 
building a sculpture garden in the form  
of a castle and its grounds, as a tribute to 
a lost love. Ed stood just five feet tall and 
weighed 100 pounds, yet between 1923 
and 1951 he built the castle by himself  
out of 1,100 tons of coral rock, using no 
heavy machinery. He worked in secret, 
mainly at night, refusing to divulge his 

methods of construction, other than to 
say he “knew the secret of the pyramids.” 
To this day, no one knows precisely how 
he did it. “Ed was the kind of guy that 
wanted to keep this place a mystery,” said 
tour guide Tom Gainor. “So people would 
come back and be amazed by how he did 
this.” Mission accomplished, I’d say.

Florida’s early roadside attractions,  
for better or worse, paved the way for  
the Sunshine State we know today.  
From snake, mosquito, and alligator-
infested swamps arose animal parks, 
mermaid shows, and other natural and 
artificial wonders. Ironically, as interstate 
highways bypassed small towns and  
giant theme parks drew tourists in 
droves, the golden age of roadside 
attractions drew to an end. Those that 
survive provide a window into the past, 
and two-wheeled travelers like us help 
keep the magic alive.
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For additional photos and Glen’s quest  
for Florida kitsch video, check out the 
HOG® tablet edition. hog.com/tablet





By Charles Plueddeman

A
NEW
CHAPTER



he new Harley-Davidson® 
Roadster™ model takes the 
Sportster® line back to its roots. 
Inspired by both classic racing 
motorcycles and current trends 
in stripped-down, naked 
custom bikes, the Roadster 
cuts a profile familiar to high-
performance Sportster models 
from the 1950s and 1960s.

The Sportster model 
debuted in 1957 as a classy 
middleweight with a new, 
modern overhead-valve 
V-Twin engine. Intended 
to counter a post-war flood 
of midweight imports from 
Europe, the Sportster really 
came into its own in 1958 when 
features like dual exhaust 

with shorty mufflers, the 
classic Sportster fuel tank, 
bobbed fenders and a low-rise 
handlebar first appeared on 
the competition-only XLC 
and XLCH models. With 
the addition of lights and a 
speedometer, the 1959 XLCH 
was untouchable on the streets 
and established the Sportster’s 
reputation as a performer.

The Roadster model is 
modern Sportster distilled to 
its essentials, a pure riding 
machine ready to carve 
through an urban landscape or 
twisting roads. Though infused 
with the style and spirit of 
early Sportster models, the 
Roadster motorcycle benefits 
from current design and 
components; a combination 
of new wheels and tires mated 
to premium suspension and a 
responsive V-Twin engine with 
tons of mid-range torque. 

“The intent was to build a real 
rider’s motorcycle, a Sportster 
that’s lean and powerful and 
connects the rider to the road,” 
said Harley-Davidson Director 
of Styling Brad Richards. “We 

gave the Roadster some DNA 
from the high-performance 
KHR model and early 
Sportsters tuned for the drag 
strip, bikes stripped to their 
bare essentials to achieve a 
singular performance purpose. 
In that regard, the Roadster 
really fits the Sportster ethos.”

The Roadster’s front 
suspension is enhanced by 
new, aggressively raked 43mm 
inverted single-cartridge forks 
with tri-rate springs, gripped in 
robust triple clamps and tuned 
to deliver controlled, confident 
handling. Its rear suspension 
features gas-charged emulsion 
coil-over shocks and tri-rate 
springs with adjustable 
pre-load. With suspension 
tuned for performance riding, 
the Roadster offers greater 
suspension travel than any other 
Sportster model – 4.5 inches in 
front and 3.2 inches in the rear. 
Stopping power is achieved with 
dual 11.8-inch floating brake 
rotors on the front wheel. The 
Roadster is available with 
optional ABS brakes. The front 
end is further lightened by a 

compact composite front 
fender. Harley-Davidson 
collaborated with Dunlop to 
create Dunlop GT502 radial tires 
specific to the Roadster and 
engineered for optimal ride 
and handling performance.

The 19-inch front and 
18-inch rear Offset-Split 
5-Spoke cast aluminum wheels 
were designed specifically for 
the Roadster and contribute to 
its balanced, athletic stance. 
“The wheels were inspired by 
classic laced wheels, and are 
the most intricate cast wheel 
we’ve ever created,” said 
Harley-Davidson Industrial 
Designer Ben McGinley. “The 
robust interlacing spokes are 
as thin as we could make them 
and shoot outward toward 
opposite sides of the wheel. It 
creates a dramatic visual effect, 
but these wheels are also very 
light for their size, which 
contributes to the Roadster’s 
handling performance. The 
wheel finish is basic black, 
which really blends with the 
tires and looks very functional, 
but what pops is the form; the 
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trajectory of the spokes, which 
you can see best when you 
walk around the bike.”

To wring the most out 
of the enhanced handling 
performance, the Roadster™ 
puts its rider in an aggressive 
posture with a new low-rise 
handlebar and mid-mount  
foot controls that center 
the rider’s weight over the 
classic profile of the 3.3-gallon 
Sportster® fuel tank.

The 1200cc Evolution® 
V-Twin powertrain is the visual 
centerpiece of the Roadster  
and delivers a strong pulse of 
mid-range torque. Riders 
hungry for even more power  
can bolt on high-performance, 
street-legal Screamin’ Eagle® 
intake, exhaust and staged 
performance kits from the 
extensive Harley-Davidson 
Genuine Motor Parts & 
Accessories® catalog.

A key Roadster styling 
element is the new seat. 
“The seat’s fast-back profile 
flows into the very short rear 
fender,” said McGinley. “The 
cover features a series of pads 
inspired by an armored leather 
jacket, upholstered in durable, 
perforated vinyl. Contrasting 
French stitching around the 
seat perimeter adds some 
detail, and the rear of the seat 
is designed as a passenger 
pillion, to give the Roadster 
added versatility.”

The rear fender, clipped 1.5 
inches shorter than previous 
bobbed Sportster fenders, 
exposes more of the rear 
tires and puts the Roadster’s 
attitude on display. Rear turn 
signals mounted directly to the 
fender struts and a side-mount 
license plate give the rear of 
the bike a tight and uncluttered 
look. An oval air cleaner 

matches the gray powdercoat 
finish of the engine cylinders 
and cases. The slotted belt 
guard and muffler shields 
mimic the lightening holes 
drilled through race-bike 
components. A black 
headlamp bucket is tucked into 
the forks and trimmed with a 
simple chrome ring. A single 
four-inch-diameter instrument 
tucked low in front of the triple 
clamp features a sweeping 
analog tachometer with an 
inset digital speedometer. 
The front fender is finished in 
gloss black, while the frame 
and swingarm have a low-gloss 
Black Denim finish. Thin dual 
pinstripes run the length of the 
fuel tank and rear fender.

“We’ve created a rider’s 
Sportster,” said Richards. 
“The biggest motor, the 
least amount of weight, and 
components that speak to 
performance and handling. 
Without compromise, every 
element of the Roadster is 
designed through that filter.”

The Harley-Davidson 
Roadster model will be offered 
in four color choices: Vivid Black 
with a charcoal denim pinstripe; 
Black Denim with a red 
pinstripe; Velocity Red Sunglo 
with a red pinstripe; and 
two-tone Billet Silver/Vivid 
Black with a burgundy pinstripe.

Visit h-d.com/motorcycles  
for more information.
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90 Years of the 
Mother Road 

By GLEN ABBOTT
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ROUTE 66: HISTORY

From the beginning, Route 66 
symbolized hope.

In The Grapes of Wrath, 
John Steinbeck described the 
havoc wrought by the twin 

scourges of the Dust Bowl and Great 
Depression of the 1930s. A perfect storm 
of economic and natural forces, stifling 
crops along with the hopes and dreams 
of poor Midwestern farmers. Jobs were 
few and far between. As a result, scores of 
families packed their meager belongings 
into battered jalopies and fled west, lured 
by visions of a rich and fertile “promised 
land” in California. Route 66 was their 
escape route, a highway of hope.

Steinbeck may have been the first 
to call Route 66 the Mother Road, but 
he wouldn’t be the last. Established 
by Congress 90 years ago in 1926, the 
number 66 was assigned to a cobbled-
together network of pre-existing state and 
local roads, many of which were unpaved. 
A transcontinental route had been 
completed more than 10 years earlier – 
the 3,000-mile Lincoln Highway – but 
66 offered a more southerly path from 
Chicago to California. Fully paved just 
prior to World War II, Route 66 proved 
crucial to the nation’s war effort, allowing 
easy movement of man and materiel. 
Thus was “America’s Main Street” born. 

If 66 offered hope in the midst of the 
Great Depression, it came to symbolize 
freedom to later generations. From the 
1946 song (Get Your Kicks On) Route 66 
to the early 1960s television series Route 
66, in which a couple of young drifters 
traveled cross country in a shiny Corvette 
convertible, the road developed an 
irresistible aura and mystique. Captain 
America and Billy rode part of 66 in the 
1969 film Easy Rider: “They’re not scared 
of you,” goes one of the lines. “They’re 
scared of what you represent to ’em… 
What you represent to them is freedom.” 

As prosperous post-war U.S. society 
became increasingly mobile, an explosion 
of trading posts, tourist traps, motels, 
diners, and filling stations catered to the 
needs of weary Route 66 travelers. It was 
a simpler time, a “Golden Age” for family 
travel. Jerry McClanahan, author of EZ 
66 Guide for Travelers and a proud Baby 
Boomer, remembers the era well: “Almost 
every year, from ’59 to ’69, we would hop 
in the family Ford,” he says. “I’m standing 

in the front seat, between mom and dad, 
no car seat or safety belt. If we had to 
stop, he’d put his arm out and catch me. 
I’m seeing all this cool stuff out the car 
window, the billboards advertising ‘See 
live snakes and live buffalo.’ And all the 
stuff you could buy: little whips, bows and 
arrows, moccasins. The neon signs; I just 
ate that up as a kid.”

The Interstate Highway Act of 1956 
was the beginning of the end for Route 66 
and many of the communities it served. 
“The interstate highways were built 
sequentially across the country,” explains 
David Knudson, founder and Executive 
Director of the National Historic Route 
66 Federation. “So as more and more 
stretches [of Route 66] were bypassed, 
more and more places folded up.” Route 
66 was officially decommissioned as a 

U.S. Highway in 1985. That 
might have been the end of it, but 

for an emerging sense of nostalgia and 
appreciation for history.

Knudson realized during a 1994 
cross-country trip that retracing the old 
route had become nearly impossible. 
A counterman at a truck stop told him: 
“Route 66 doesn’t exist anymore.” The 
sections he could locate were in sad 
condition. “It really got to us that the most 
famous road in the country, possibly the 
world, was rapidly deteriorating. There 
were sections that had been dug up and 
gone back to cornfields,” he remembers. 
“And so our trip from Chicago to LA, 
which we thought would take maybe five 
or six days, ending up taking the better 
part of a month as we photographed and 
made notes on the road.”

Returning home to California, Knudson 
formed a non-profit organization to 
preserve and promote Route 66. He 
lobbied Congress for cost-share grants 
so property owners along the way could 

fix up their properties, and used his 
background in advertising to promote  
66 as a tourist destination. 

In many ways, the downfall of Route 
66 was also its salvation. Bypassed 
by the interstates and eventually 
decommissioned as a federal highway, 
much of its remaining architecture and 
infrastructure remained frozen in time. 

Today, you’d be hard-pressed to imagine 
a more American icon than Route 66. 
Travelers from all over the world – many 
riding Harley-Davidson® motorcycles, of 
course – come to drink in the Americana.

“It has come to symbolize and 
represent all the good stuff about traveling 
through America in the ’30s, ’40s, ’50s, 
and ’60s,” says author McClanahan. 

“When I think of the Route 66 
trip, I think in terms of photo 

ops – freeze frames of our journey and  
the music that goes with them,” recalls 
Pam Klug, a Florida H.O.G.® member  
who rode her Softail® Deluxe on the 
H.O.G. “Motoring the Mother Road”  
rally in 2010. 

 For riders and non-riders alike, Route 
66 is much more than a slab of pavement 
– it’s a transformational highway, a link to 
the past and a path to the future. Since its 
birth 90 years ago, 66 has fed a westward 
migration of Dust Bowl refugees, 
facilitated interstate commerce, served 
a country at war, and fueled the cars, 
trucks, motorcycles, and imaginations 
of generations of travelers and tourists. 
It’s the quintessential American road, a 
symbol of hope, freedom, and promise. 
Riding Route 66 is nothing less than a rite 
of passage. 

The highway’s 90th anniversary is a 
perfect reason to fire up your Harley® 
and hit the road. Take your time, enjoy 
yourself – and don’t let the sound of your 
own wheels drive you crazy!

       
            We may lose and we may win, 

               
though we will never be here again

           
      So open up I’m climbing in

–THE EAGLES, TAKE IT EASY, (1972)



Route 66 state by state
With a span of more than 2,400 miles across eight states, 
consider purchasing a guidebook to assist with planning your 
Route 66 journey and deciding where to stop. But here are a 
few suggestions from H.O.G. members and Route 66 pilgrims: 

FANNING: WORLD’S 
LARGEST ROCKING CHAIR 
(5957 HWY. ZZ)
Located at Fanning Route 66 
Outpost four miles west of Cuba,  
the 46-foot-tall chair holds the 
Guinness record for largest rocker. 
Not a vintage attraction, nonetheless 
it fits right in on Route 66. 
“Good example of the unusual things 
folks do to attract passing traffic 
along Route 66.” – Ted Gradolf

US

MISSOURI

CHICAGO: LOU 
MITCHELL’S RESTAURANT 
(565 W. Jackson Blvd.) 
Located at the beginning of the  
original Route 66, Lou Mitchell’s has 
been serving breakfast and lunch to 
hungry travelers since 1923. 
“Have breakfast at Lou Mitchell’s diner 
and hit the road.” – H.O.G.® member 
Pam Klug

PONTIAC: ROUTE 66 
ASSOCIATION HALL OF  
FAME AND MUSEUM  

(110 W. Howard St.)
“Great museum. Several floors of 
memorabilia from Route 66 and  
life in its prime.” – H.O.G. member 
Ted Gradolf

SPRINGFIELD: ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM  
(212 N. 6th St.)
“Beautiful new building, interactive 
exhibits and videos that teach about 
how an amazing man led the country 
through one of the more turbulent and 

tumultuous chapters in our nation’s 
history.” – H.O.G. member Bob 
Clinkingbeard

STAUNTON: HENRY’S RABBIT 
RANCH (1107 Historic Old Rte 66)
“Giant fiberglass rabbit, collection of 
live rabbits, and a collection of VW 
Rabbit automobiles, buried with their 
rear ends jutting from the ground, a 
tribute to the better known Cadillac 
Ranch in Amarillo, TX – quirky stuff.” 
– EZ 66 Guide for Travelers author 
Jerry McClanahan

US

ILLINOIS



              
Standin’ on a corner, 

           in Winslow, Arizona

             Such a fi ne sight to see…
        –THE EAGLES, TAKE IT EASY (1972)

ROUTE 66: BY STATE

GALENA: CARS ON THE ROUTE 
– KAN-O-TEX GAS STATION  
(119 N. Main St.) 
Restored gas station where you can see 
the truck that was the inspiration for 
Tow-Mater in the Disney movie Cars. 
“Galena’s the only town in Kansas along 
Route 66, and they work hard to make it 
an interesting place to visit” – Ted Gradolf

US

KANSAS

US

OKLAHOMA

CATOOSA: THE BLUE WHALE 
(2680 Rte. 66)
“One of the most recognizable attractions on 
Route 66, the Blue Whale is an 80-foot-long, 
20-foot-tall concrete, blue-painted whale, 
built in the early 1970s.” – Jerry McClanahan

CLINTON: OKLAHOMA ROUTE 66 
MUSEUM (2229 W. Gary Blvd.)
“One of several significant museums that 
captures the cars and artifacts typical of the 
heyday of Route 66.” – Ted Gradolf

MIAMI TO AFTON: ORIGINAL ROUTE 
66 “RIBBON ROAD” SEGMENT
“Probably the best riding day for me [on 66]. 
No noise, no cars, just us and a bunch of 
cows.” - Pam Klug



US

NEW MEXICO

US

ARIZONA

TUCUMCARI: MOTEL ROW (Rte. 66)
“See the murals painted all over town. And the 
Blue Swallow Motel has a famous neon sign, 
and they do their best to keep the rooms 
looking vintage. The rotary phones in the rooms 
even work!” – H.O.G. member Carol Weimar

US

TEXAS

ADRIAN: MIDPOINTCAFÉ 
(305 W. Historic Route 66)
Opened in 1928, the café is said to 
be located precisely at the midpoint 
of Route 66. Best known for its 
homemade “Ugly Crust Pies.” 
“Great photo op – sign shows  
you’re halfway between Chicago 
and Santa Monica. Oh, and the pie 
is excellent!” – Bob Clinkingbeard

AMARILLO: BIG TEXAN 
STEAK RANCH (7701 I-40 
Access Rd.)
Finish the 72-ounce steak and all 
the ‘fixins’ in less than an hour  
and it’s free, along with all the 

accompanying glory and 
indigestion you can handle. 
“Great food and fun atmosphere. 
The smaller steaks are tasty and 
not too tough on the wallet.” 
– Bob Clinkingbeard

AMARILLO: CADILLAC 
RANCH (I-40 Frontage Rd.)
You’ve seen pictures of it: a row of 
vintage caddies buried nose-first  
at an angle in a Texas pasture.  
Why ask why? 
“Proof positive that someone  
can have too much money and  
too much time on their hands.  
Only in Texas!” – Ted Gradolf

        
        It winds from  Chicago to LA, 

            More than 2,000 miles all the way,

            
   Get your kicks on Route 66.”

       –BOBBY TROUP, SONGWRITER, (GET YOUR KICKS ON) ROUTE 66 (1946)



US

CALIFORNIA

AMBOY: ROY’S MOTEL & CAFÉ SIGN 
(87520 National Trails Hwy)
In the heart of the Mojave, pull under the 
awning for a bit of shade and shoot a photo  
of the iconic neon sign. 
“You’ve seen it in a million movies.” 
– Bob Clinkingbeard

BARSTOW: ROUTE 66 MOTHER ROAD 
MUSEUM (681 N. 1st Ave.)
“One of the best Route 66 museums. Really 
makes you realize what the ‘Okies’ saw when 
they arrived in California.” – Bob Clinkingbeard

SANTA MONICA: SANTA MONICA 
PIER (200 Santa Monica Pier)
End of the road, baby – you did it! 
“On weekends, the pier is closed to traffic; we 
were thrilled that mid-week we were able to 
ride the bikes down to the end for photos.” 
– H.O.G. member Karen McBride

Route 66 
Resources:

EZ 66 Guide for Travelers 
by Jerry McClanahan: 

www.mcjerry66.com

Flagstaff, AZ – 66 Kicks on Route 66: 
flagstaffarizona.org/route66/

Harley-Davidson Authorized Tours: 
harley-davidson.com/authorizedtours

National Historic Route 66 Federation: 
national66.org

Route 66 Alliance:  
route66alliance.org

Route 66 Arizona:  
azrt66.com

Route 66 California: 
route66ca.org; cart66pf.org

Route 66 Illinois:  
illinoisroute66.org; il66assoc.org

Route 66 Kansas:  
kshistoricroute66.com

Route 66 Missouri: 
missouri66.org

Route 66 New Mexico: 
66nm.org; rt66nm.org

Route 66 Oklahoma: 
oklahomaroute66.com

Route 66 Texas:  
rt66oftexas.com

ROUTE 66: BY STATE

If it’s an option, H.O.G. 
member Ted Gradolf 
recommends following 66 
from Chicago to California: 
“Route 66 came about 

because of westward migration,” he 
says. “Traveling east to west gives 
you a sense of what it must’ve been 
like traveling from a more settled part 
of the country, across the raw, wide 
open spaces to the land of milk and 
honey in California.” Great advice. 
Also keep in mind that Route 66 
alignments changed over the years. 
In some places the route may be well 
marked; in others, signage may be 
non-existent. For your first time, a 
group tour, like those offered through 
Harley-Davidson Authorized Tours 
might be just the ticket.  

HOLBROOK: WIGWAM 
VILLAGE MOTEL #6 
(811 W. Hopi Dr.)
Sleep in a giant concrete 
wigwam! 
“Very well insulated – one of the 
best nights’ sleep I ever had on 
the road. And on the odd chance 
somebody ever asks ‘Have you 
slept in a wigwam?’ I can say, but 
of course, hasn’t everybody?” 
– H.O.G. member Clarence Way

OATMAN: MAIN ST.
“Definitely off the beaten path, 
Oatman is an original. Need a 

cowboy hat? Oatman has it. Big 
Western boots and belt buckles? 
Oatman has it. Boardwalks and  
an Old West feel? Oatman has it.” 
– Bob Clinkingbeard

SELIGMAN: DELGADILLO’S 
SNOW CAP DRIVE-IN 
(502 Route 66)
“John Delgadillo pranks the 
customers while his cooks grill a 
great burger. He’s the master of 
the fake-mustard trick. If nothing 
else, stop for an ice cream and 
enjoy the shade in the Arizona 
desert.” – Pam Klug For Route 66 photos check out the 

HOG® tablet edition. hog.com/tablet
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HOG magazine spoke with Marc Weinstock of Prick Blades to explore the 
connection between motorcyling and his passion for handmade knife-making,  
and how riding fuels his passion for the creative process
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I could be simply described as an 
artisan knife maker; I create custom 
knives in a range of styles and 
types from my Chicago workshop 

(prickblades.com) – anything from 
hunting and camping knives to  
cut-throat razors to culinary knives.

Knife making was never a straight-
line decision for me. Like many 
people my career began along very 
different lines – for many years I 
ran a creative design agency. That 
may seem like a stretch but right 
from the start I’ve always had a 
close affinity with craftsmen and 
artisans, creative people, and 
the whole process that brings 
a beautiful and functional 
object into existence from an 
initial concept. Then when 
you consider I grew up in the 
‘Rambo’ generation and have 
always owned knives ever since 
I was a kid, maybe it doesn’t 
seem quite so unlikely. I started 
to transition from design and 
marketing to knife building 
about six years ago and I’ve 
been full time in the craft now 
for a couple of years.

THE CREATIVE PROCESS
The creative process is the 
most important part of my 
work; designing the form of 
the final knife and the hands-
on construction are all equally 
important. Like bike building, 
knife making is such an individual 
process – taking an original concept 
then changing and developing it to 
reflect your own voice. There are 
so many parallels – for example 
when I have finished a knife I know 
that is only part of a continuing 
process. The knife and the bike are 
both utilitarian products that will 
get used, patinated, worn, making 
the final product distinct from any 
others, completely individual to the 
owner. It is important to see the hand 
of the owner as well as the maker on 
the final product – it gives it soul. Like 
bike building, knife creation is a rich 
medium with a ton of history behind it, 
and no way to learn except by doing it. 
This means lots of trial and error, but it’s 
super-rewarding when you figure it out.
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
When you break it down 
to fundamental principles 
a bike is a tool, just like a 
knife, so the ‘form follows 
function’ principle applies 
to both, and in both cases 
aesthetics are a vital part 
of the mix – the finished 
object has to be beautiful 
as well as practical, and that 
in my view is where Harley-
Davidson® excels. The 
original Harley-Davidson 
designers and builders took 
something as utilitarian and 
functional as a motorcycle 
and then designed around 
that form, which is exactly 
how I like to work – start with a 
basic form then build on that to 
create something iconic, with 
soul, that ends up instantly 
recognisable as a Harley®. 
That is true craftsmanship and 
I have enormous respect for 
the builders and designers who 
created the template and have 
stayed true to the original DNA 
of that for more than 100 years. 

INSPIRATION
If I need to find creative inspiration, 
riding my Harley is a key part of 
that – it opens me up to creative 
inspiration because riding a bike 
means you have to dispense with 
all the distracting things that run 
through your head, so creativity 
can blossom. Sometimes I ride 
alone, and other times I’ll take the 
night off and ride with a group of 
fellow riders, most of them fellow 
artisans, so H.O.G.® is a great 
resource for that. 

I’ve been riding bikes since 
I can remember, starting with 
dirt bikes when I was a kid, 
then graduating over the years  
to bigger bikes and then a  
Dyna® Wide Glide, which 
was the first Harley I owned. 
Currently I’m running an ’09 
Sportster®, which is ideal 
for Chicago riding. As you’d 
expect it is heavily modified, 
with many hand-made parts 
and a tuned engine. 
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ENTHUSIASTS
STORIES FROM THE OPEN ROAD

1 A lifelong bond
On Christmas Day I surprised my 
girlfriend with a Sportster® Iron 883™ as 
her first motorcycle. I carefully pushed it 
out of the garage on to the snow-covered 
driveway for better inspection. Before 
putting the keys in her elated hands,  
I got down on one knee and proposed. 
Harley-Davidson® is now the cement 
that bonds this life-changing memory. 
The Harley® has become her most prized 
possession and she enjoys the thrill of the 
open road and leaving all stresses behind.  

ANDREW GABIOU

Via email 
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EXHAUST

2  An icy 
escapade
Always watching for a break 
in the Virginia weather, 
my son and I headed for 
our favorite section of 
Shenandoah National Park. 
The section of highway from 
Sperryville to the top of the 
mountain at Thornton Gap, 
where it crosses Skyline 
Drive, provided some well-
maintained twisties. Due 
to the blizzard that covered 
Virginia in 32 inches of snow, 
there was still snow and ice 
on the side of the mountain 
roads in the higher elevation. 
We passed this section 
with a cascade of ice on the 
side of the mountain and 
stopped for a photo. While 
we were taking it we could 
hear the ice crackling in the 
background. 

GREG BROWN

via email 

3 Three cheers 
for H-D
My husband and I riding 
‘cupcake’ on my 1995 883 
Sportster® Hugger™.

ALVARET CROSBY

via email 

4 A noble 
adventure 
I’ve worked with individuals 
with disabilities for over  
30 years and have been 
riding motorcycles for 
even longer. As Executive 
Director of United Cerebral 
Palsy (UCP) of West Central 
Wisconsin, I wondered what 
I could do to tie my love of 
riding to my work with the 
disabled community and 
my desire to support people 
who crave their personal 
independence. I heard a 
story about an executive 
who planned to climb Mount 
Everest to raise money for 

2

3
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his non-profit, and the idea of 
the Life Without Limits Ride 
2 D.C. emerged. I haven’t got 
the skills to climb a mountain 
to support my agency, but 
I’d gladly ride my Harley® 
for that reason. People with 
disabilities have needs that 
will never go away, often with 
diminishing funding.

The Ride 2 D.C. will travel 
from Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
to Washington, D.C. and will 
include me, my wife Mary 
Kay Piltz, and close personal 
friend Tim Doffing. The trip 
will cover around 2,500 miles. 

DAVE ‘DOC’ PILTZ

WI

5 Family tree 
Pictured is my grandfather 
Maximilian Huber in 1916. I 
believe the picture was taken 
in Northfield, MA when 
he was 19 years old. This 
confirms how our family of 
bikers – there are now almost 
10 that ride Harleys – got  
our start. 

CARL HARRIS

via email 

6 Paris to Texas
Recently my wife and I took 
our first ever vacation to 
Europe. Some friends asked 
me to pick up some Harley 
T-shirts at a dealership in 
Paris, France. It was my 
intention to obtain shirt 
graphics that reflected either 
the Eiffel Tower or the Arc de 
Triomphe, but it wasn’t to be. 

On our return I saw a fellow 
chapter member sporting a 
colorful shirt with “PARIS” 
printed boldly across the back 
along with an image of the 
Eiffel Tower. She told me they 
had plenty in stock at the H-D 
dealership in Paris – in Texas! 

JOHN LEWIS

TX, Panther Creek Chapter

6

4

5
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EXHAUST

7 Whatever the 
weather 
After riding through all 254 
Counties in Texas, we set 
out on a greater adventure 
to ride in all 50 states. 
We started with a tour of 
the south-eastern states 
including a visit to Daytona 
Bike Week. Along the way we 
encountered an ice storm, a 
snow storm, wind, numerous 
sudden downpours and 
heat exhaustion caused by 
over 100 degrees heat in the 
Mojave Desert. 

NEIL AND PAM KING

Texas Hill Country Chapter, 
Boerne, TX

8 To dare is to do
Before I met my husband 
in 2001, motorcycles were 
invisible to me. Now I ride my 
own 2013 Heritage Softail®. 
We took our first trip to Sturgis 
in 2009 when I was still a 
novice, and my ride through 
the Iron Mountain Road was 
a white-knuckle one. I did not 
dare try the Needles Road, 
but we returned to complete it 
in 2015 and I had a grin on my 
face for hours! This picture 
is with my husband Mike 
McLaughlin and his 1998 Road 
King Classic® at Sylvan Lake. 

LUCY REYES

Milton, MA

9 Driving down 
under 
This photo was taken on a 
recent road trip through the 
southern states of Eastern 
Australia on the Snowy 
Mountain Highway. The 
isolated open highway 
during the summer months is 
magnificent.

STEVEN MCLEAN

Via email 

7

8

9
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We met on May Day for bottomless 
coffee at a Denny’s in our hometown 
of Everett, Washington and left the 
workweek behind. Heading east on 
U.S. Route 2 on an unseasonably warm 
day, we were peeling clothes off as we 
climbed the Cascade Range toward 
Stevens Pass – “the hump,” elevation 
4,061 feet. I couldn’t get the smile off my 
face. Or my soul. I understood just how 
blessed I am to have these friends, this 
bike, this state, and this beautiful, sunny, 
blue day to enjoy it all in.

We call ourselves The Red Dogs 
because our bikes are red. Eddie’s 2012 
Limited, my 2011 CVO™ Road Glide®, 
Vince’s 2010 Ultra, Dennis’ 2004 Electra 
Glide®. People comment on it when 
we stop. We look at it like, “Hey, great 
motorcycle minds think alike.”

We made a rest stop in eastern 
Washington. Then we continued 
through Leavenworth, with its Bavarian 
gingerbread buildings and mountain 
views, and along Icicle Creek, through 
Wenatchee. The lead rider missed a 
turnout. We remaining three wordlessly 
proceeded to the next waypoint. As 
we shook off the dust and took off our 
gloves, he rode in and rejoined us.  
Even getting separated couldn’t dampen 
this day.  

A stop in Waterville allowed us to 
stretch our legs. Waterville is one of 
those towns with a Main Street and 
Center-of-Town intersection the 
highway passes through. The kind of 
town unknown to those who stick to 
the interstate. Their loss, our gain. The 
Red Dogs lingered to enjoy burgers and 
rings from a hole-in-the-wall proprietor 
in business at the same location for 30 
years. Any experienced rider knows what 
a welcome taste those are.

Following lunch we turned northeast 
along Banks Lake. Its signatory 
Steamboat Rock outcropping looks  
like an old Mississippi riverboat.  
Sections of the two-laner skirt the huge 
glassy lake, others sheer rocky cliffs  
with ancient Indian cave dwellings.  
The roads in Eastern Washington are 
like butter, as they say. We traded places 
in the pack and took turns airing out our 
Harley-Davidson® bikes on the long, 
picturesque stretches.

On to the day’s destination, the Grand 
Coulee Dam. Begun in the mid-1930s 
and completed over the next 17 years, it’s 
taller than the Great Pyramid of Giza. 
Twelve million cubic yards of concrete 
went into it. In the summer there are 
nighttime laser shows on the spillways, 
which you can watch from the grassy 

knolls near the Visitor Center.
Leaving Electric City (a name I love 

as a retired “sparky”) on our return 
loop, we slid southbound, back along 
Banks Lake. The low afternoon sun 
shot golden orange beams over the 
crests of the cliffs, lengthening our 
Harley® motorcycles with giant slanted 
silhouettes. We kept southbound 
through towns like Soap Lake, Ephrata, 
and George, then re-crossed the mighty 
Columbia River at Vantage, always a 
humbling experience. The Columbia 
Gorge is vast. You wind your way down 
one side, cross the river, then reverse  
the process on the other side and climb 
the Cascades. 

We completed the last leg of our  
little loop on I-90. A final hop over 
Snoqualmie, another snowy pass, then  
it was back to Everett, Puget Sound,  
and our homes.

100 DOLLAR RIDES 

Over the Hump
Story by RICK LA RUE

The April 28 email was simple: “I plan to play hooky Thursday. It’s going 
to be around 80 degrees with a lot of sunshine. So I propose a ride, over 

the hump. You in?”It was on.
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THE $100 CHALLENGE If you have a $100 Ride story to share, we want to see it. If it appears in HOG® magazine, we’ll even foot the bill 
– in the form of a $100 Harley-Davidson™ Gift Card. Keep your story to 750 words or fewer, including a list of your expenses. We also 
need photography from your adventure, including a photo of you. Email your submission with “$100 Rides” as the subject line to  
hogmagazine@harley-davidson.com.
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Go motorcycling 
with one or more 
additional riders 

and it won’t be long 
before one of you needs 
to communicate with 
the group.

It might be something as mundane as 
“I’m thirsty, let’s stop,” or as critical as 
“There’s a rusted muffler laying across 
the road and two of you are on course to 
hit it, so move over now!”

The question is, will this communication 
be effective? It’s not a big deal if your 
gesture to communicate thirst is interpreted 
as “I’m hungry” or “Look at the pretty cows 
grazing in that field.”

However, it could be disastrous if your 
move-over gesture for said muffler is 
interpreted as “Join me in giving the  
two-finger salute to an oncoming rider.” 

This is why the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (MSF) developed its 
Group Riding Hand Signals. The MSF 
recognizes the need for key, universal 
communicative gestures that result in 
safe, fun, and effective group rides. 

BETWEEN THE LINES 

The Art of 
Communication

Story by JOHN SANDBERG
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Learn the 
Signals
The great news about learning the 
language of MSF signals is that it’s quick 
and easy. But why the MSF signals rather 
than your own signals? 

“There’s no reason to invent a new 
language when one already exists that 
works perfectly fine and that’s already 
‘spoken’ by so many riders,” says Ray 
Petry, Senior Project Manager for 
Harley-Davidson® Riding Academy 
in Milwaukee. “The MSF signals are 
sensible and fairly intuitive. Plus they 
cover the most common situations 
that need to be communicated by 
motorcyclists.”

So take a few minutes and really look 
at the MSF signals (you can download 
and print them from the MSF website 
at www.msf-usa.org/library or check 
out the tablet version of this magazine). 
Then take your printed copy, give it a nice 
laminate of clear packing tape on both 
sides, and then put it in a saddlebag or  
in the pocket of your riding jacket. 

Group Riding 
Game Plan
Armed with your handy signal chart, 
you’ll be ready for your next group ride. 

However, before heading out on the 
highway for that ride, take Petry’s advice 
and actually have a brief meeting with 
your fellow riders. 

“The key to utilizing the MSF 
signals is to have a chat with the group 
beforehand and go over them,” says 
Petry. “In addition to briefly covering 
the signals, use this short meeting to 
discuss the outline of the ride itself; 
where you’re going; the route you plan to 
take; any planned stops; and any special 
circumstances.”

What does he mean by “special 
circumstances”, though? “Circumstances 
could be anything from a planned spot 
where some riders will leave the group, to 
conveying where within the group certain 
riders feel most comfortable. I’m amazed 
how many times I’ve seen or heard of 
riders who peeled off from a group to the 
complete surprise of everyone else in it, 
which causes a bunch of confusion and 
other potential problems.”

Communicating 
with Other 
Motorists

Of course not all of our riding 
communication occurs with people 
in our group. Sometimes we’re 
compelled to communicate with  
other motorists, and I’m not  

referring to the one-finger salute. 
Brake light and turn signals are the 

most critical tools for communication; 
however, Petry also believes in the 
added redundancy of hand signals.  
“I think that other motorists sometimes 
forget there’s a human sitting on a 
motorcycle until they see a hand go up 
in the air,” he says. “It’s anecdotal, but 
it seems like motorists give you a wider 
berth when they see hand signals and 
motorcycle signals.

“And let’s not forget: a friendly wave 
to a deserving motorist or bystander can 
help turn a positive light on motorcyclists. 
The more that all motorists see us as real 
people, the sooner they’ll treat us like it.”

Additional 
Communication 
Tips
Petry’s considerable riding experience 
has taught him that there are a few 
additional strategies for improved  
group riding communication.

“The very nature of a group is that 
it takes longer to react to any situation 
that develops on the road,” he says. “So 
whenever I’m a group ride leader, I give 
a couple taps of the brake light to grab 
the group’s attention whenever possible, 
rather than going straight into a braking 
situation. Likewise, if I’m riding in a 
group I’ll use my turn signals sooner than 
if I were alone, because it takes an extra 
moment or two to register with the group.”

And finally, Petry addresses 
the annoyance of being overly 
communicative. “Some riders want to 
point out every crack in the road or debris 
on the shoulder. This actually creates 
additional distraction and risk to the 
group, especially if people simply stop 
paying attention to the rider. My advice: 
Communicate only what is essential.”

Do you have other strategies or opinions 
about effective communication for 
motorcycling? Share them with us via email 
at hogmagazine@harley-davidson.com or 
mail them to HOG magazine, P.O. Box 453, 
Milwaukee, WI 53201.

“The very nature of a group is that it 
takes longer to react to any situation 
that develops on the road,” he says. 
“So whenever I’m a group ride leader, 
I give a couple taps of the brake 
light to grab the group’s attention 
whenever possible, rather than going 
straight into a braking situation.”
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O n June 17, the Harley-Davidson 
Museum® opens its latest special 
exhibit, Drag Racing: America’s 

Fast Time. It will be the culmination of 
two years of work by the Museum staff  
to take the idea from concept to grand 
opening. As lead curator, at any given 
time I might be a writer, an editor, a 
designer, a diplomat, a project manager, 
or a furniture mover. I’m also a detective, 
seeking the right artifacts to tell the story. 

The H-D® Archives contains a rich 
accumulation of images and three-
dimensional objects, including a second-
to-none Harley-Davidson® motorcycle 
collection. Luckily, as long as there have 
been drag races, Harley® riders have made 
runs on the strip. In fact, the Harley-
Davidson Archives has a number of drag 
bikes in its collections, including the 1957 
XL “Super Sportster,” raced in the late 
1960s, the “Chrome Horse,” a double-

engine Harley-Davidson from the 1990s, 
and a contemporary bike from H-D’s 
NHRA Pro Stock Motorcycle factory team 
that has racked up seven NHRA World 
Championships. But this exhibit isn’t just 
about motorcycle racing. It’s about drag 
racing culture, both cars and motorcycles, 
and there are many rich stories to tell. 

Searching for artifacts and images is 
time consuming, but one of the most 
gratifying parts of the job. Throughout 

Harley-Davidson Museum curator David Kreidler tells the story of the search  
for an elusive photograph for the Museum’s upcoming special exhibit

Searching for History
H-D MUSEUM
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invade his home with a measuring tape 
and camera. Three other museums and 
more than a dozen individuals have lent 
items and photographs for the exhibit. 

A single photograph, however, proved 
more difficult to track down. Late last 
year as I was searching through the 
Harley-Davidson Archives photography 
collection, I found a print of a man 
hunched over the back end of a drag-
racing motorcycle. He was holding it in 
place while the tire screamed, the 
billowing smoke nearly obscuring him. It 
was a startling photograph and I knew it 
needed to be included in the exhibit. The 
photo was nearly 40 years old, and 
stamped on the back was the name of a 
Los Angeles-based photographer, David 
Gooley. An internet search gave me an 
address and phone number for his studio, 
but neither was accurate. Nor did my 
connections lead me to the elusive 
photographer.  

I don’t give up on finding things so 
easily, however, so for weeks I’d try 
searching the internet or magazines 
looking for new images from the 
photographer. I drew blank after blank 

until one day when I found a Facebook 
posting of a picture taken in September 
2015. The caption said, “I lent my camera 
to my friend, the photographer David 
Gooley and he snapped this photo of me 
behind the wheel…” Was this the David 
Gooley I’d been looking for? 

A quick private message to the person 
who posted the picture was returned a 
couple of days later with David’s number. 
When I contacted him I found to my 
delight that not only did he have the 
photograph I was looking for, but also a 
file full of others taken in the early 1970s 
at the legendary Irwindale Raceway in 
California. These included photos of big 
names such as Boris Murray and the great 
Harley-Davidson racer “Grand Daddy” 
Joe Smith.    

Finding objects like these is just one 
part of my job, but the satisfaction of 
sharing these fantastic photographs with 
visitors to the exhibit makes all the time 
spent tracking them down worth it.  

Drag Racing: America’s Fast Time opens at 
the Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee on 
June 17 and runs through Labor Day weekend. 
All images courtesy of David Gooley.

my career, I’ve had the pleasure of being 
invited into many different communities, 
but few have been as welcoming as the 
drag racing community. Collectors from 
around the country have agreed to lend 
some amazing things. Legendary 
motorcycle drag racers like Ray Price and 
John Gregory took time out of their days  
to share stories and show me their 
collections, gathered over decades of 
racing. The owner of the “Swindler B,”  
a famed gasser from the 1960s, agreed  
to loan us his beautiful Willys. Michael 
Goyda, a hot rod antiques dealer, let me 
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When we were both home there was one 
guarantee: we would be on the bike. We 
did as many day trips as we could. It 
wasn’t enough, though – well, more like 
the seat wasn’t enough. If we wanted to  
do some serious riding, the seat needed 
an upgrade. 

As fate would have it, the bike needed  
a new back tire. My dad called me the 
same day he went in search of a tire to 
share his news that he had gotten me a 
new seat… on a new bike! It was a barely 
used 2009 Dyna® Low Rider® with a new 
back tire, accomplishing the original 
mission. We could definitely start putting 
some miles on this bike, if we just had 
more time together.

As luck would have it, the next  
April a new job brought me closer to 
home. We’d done the short trips; it  
was time to get some real miles on the 
bike. A quick call to my dad and it was 
decided we would spend 4th of July  
with a trip to Mt. Rushmore. He’d pick 
me up in Minneapolis, MN on the way 
from Ashland, WI, and then on to  
Mt. Rushmore via the Badlands of  
South Dakota.

With the success of our Mt. Rushmore 
trip under our belts, the Mackinac Bridge 
was the next stop on the following 4th of 
July. My dad had been over the “Mighty 
Mac” countless times in the truck, but I 
had yet to see it. He made one point very 
clear: we are not going home through 
Detroit! If we cross the bridge one way, 
we’re going back over it. Needless to say it 
was another successful trip, both ways 

over the bridge, and with an afternoon  
of competitive bowling. Bowling turned 
out to be another tradition we were 
establishing. It was these small things on 
each trip that would form an even greater 
bond between us.

In an unfortunate turn of events that 
year, the brother of a good friend was 
killed while serving in the US Army in 
Afghanistan. On the first anniversary of 
his passing, a memorial ride was set up in 
his honor. I called my dad, and asked how 
he felt about heading out to Devils Tower, 
WY on the bike to pay tribute to a fallen 
hero. This would be our longest trip yet, 
and we had less than a week to cover more 
than 1,800 meaningful miles. When 
you’re riding in honor of a fallen soldier, 
the awareness of life and time means a 
little something extra. Having this time 
with my dad was so precious knowing in 
life there are no guarantees.  

LAST STOP 

The Rides that Bind
Story by ELIZABETH KLOBUCHER

Growing up, my dad and I weren’t very close. None of my friends were 
close to their dads, and mine was an over-the-road truck driver. In 
2003, he bought a Harley-Davidson® 100th Anniversary Edition 

Sportster® XLH 1200. It’s amazing how close a Harley can bring a daughter 
and her father 20 years into their journey together.

After taking a year off from what had 
turned into our annual bike trip, my dad 
mentioned a trip to Bourbon Country  
and the National Corvette Museum in 
Kentucky. You simply cannot get more 
American than bourbon, Corvettes, and  
a Harley® over the 4th of July. With 758 
miles each direction, we both agreed we 
needed more time than previous trips to 
really enjoy ourselves. We slotted eight 
days on the calendar, packed up the bike, 
and hit the open road once again. Minus 
one nasty storm, it was the perfect trip 
with an extra long go-karting track. One 
should note, competitive go-karting does 
not actually bring people closer together 
like bowling does, but when you can’t find 
bowling you just have to go with it. I’m 
still impressed we didn’t get kicked out 
the track for breaking the “no bumping 
karts” rule.

I love talking about the trips my dad 
and I take on the bike. No matter who I 
talk to, the end of the conversation is 
always the same: “Wow, that’s so cool, 
you get to spend that kind of time with 
your dad on a motorcycle!” I 
wholeheartedly agree.  We haven’t 
decided our next big trip, and who knows 
where the open road will take us, but it 
will be on a new 2015 Electra Glide®  
Ultra Classic® Low. My dad finally got  
his dream bike. We’ve seen some of 
America’s greatest monuments and icons 
on the bike together, with full plans to 
continue to do so, while cherishing the 
time we have, and knowing how close 
together a motorcycle has brought us.
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AMERICA, HELL YEAH!

*Offer details: Must complete course between 1/1/16 - 12/31/16. Limited to current and retired U.S. Military and United States law enforcement, firefighters and certified EMS/EMT, 18+, 50 United States 
& D.C. only. Dealer participation varies. Class availability is first come, first serve. Those who register but fail to attend course may be charged the normal course fee. Additional terms and conditions 

apply www.h-d.com/americanheroes for eligibility registration information and more details. Alternative offers available for qualifying individuals unable to attend a H-D Riding Academy course. Void where 
prohibited/restricted by law. ©2016 H-D or its Affiliates. H-D, Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield Logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

ALL CURRENT AND FORMER U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL AND FIRST RESPONDERS 
CAN LEARN TO RIDE FOR FREE* WITH H-DTM RIDING ACADEMY. YOU’VE GIVEN TO 

AMERICA. NOW WE’RE GIVING BACK TO YOU. h-d.com/americanheroes

( AMERICAN HEROES. RIDE FREE. )

Classes fill up fast. Reserve your saddle now.
If you know a U.S. Military Personnel or First Responder, please pass this ticket to freedom along to them.
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SEE HOW IT FEELS TO BE 
WANTED IN FORTY STATES.
H.O.G.® MEMBERS GET AN EXCLUSIVE INVITATION 
TO OVER 40 H.O.G.® RALLIES IN THE UNITED STATES.
There are other ways to learn the geography of the United States, but none that we know of that 

are so much fun. Exclusive H.O.G. rallies are just one of the many experiences that make being a H.O.G. member 

the best way to get the most out of your Harley. HOG.COM/RALLIES.
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