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In August of 1919, the World Championship Road Race was held in Marion, Indiana.  Read the 
articles entitled, “Marion Preparing for Entertainment of Many Thousands for Big Race,” and 
“Many Prominent Motorcycle Men in City for Race” then answer the questions below.  

1.   News reporters write so that people can visualize in their mind, as if they were right there.  What 
descriptive language does the author of this article use to help you visualize the setting of the race?

2.  Why do you think the race is going to attract so many people?

3.  According to the news reporter, what do the riders need to do to prepare for the race? 

4.  Why do you think those steps are necessary?

5.   In the article, “Many Prominent Men,” the author mentions Charley Spencer, C.D. Franklin, 
William Ottoway, and H. B Myers. What important contributions did these men make to the 
world of racing?

6.   Read the “What the Captain Says” articles. Which captain do you think is most persuasive?  Why?
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EVERYBODY’S
GOING TO THE

BIG
MOTORCYCLE RACE

LABOR DAY MXMXXM  A. B. C. ALL THE NEWS ALL THE TIME
READ BY THE GREAT MAJORITY OF  MARION PEOPLE

Weather Report

Thunderstorms tonight
Saturday fair
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PRESIDENT MUST FIND
MEANS TO AVERT STEEL

WORKER STRIKE NOW

MARKING TIME
IN MOTOR WORKS

STRIKE TODAY

LIBERTY MOTOR
PROVES BEST IN

LATE AIR RACE

RENTARIO PLAYS
CLEVER TRICK
ON U.S. TROOPS

MAKE BIG CHANGE IN THE
ASSESSMENT OF COUNTY’S

BUSINESS INSTITUTTIONS

Walkout in Ths Industry is Inevitable Unless

Wilson Can Find a Way Out  – Gompers Says

Executive Council of American Federation

of Labor Considered Matter.

All Strikers Receive pay in Order 

If Manner Last Night – Both 

Sides Confident of Winning

Lieut. Maynard. First. Lieut. Gish. 

Second in Totonto - New York 

Darby – Both Americans

List Made Public Today Reveals Sweeping

Changes in Appraisement of Business Houses

and Manufactoring Corporations in

Marion and Smaller Towns of Country

Washington Aug 30. – President Samuel Gomers of the 

American Federation of Labor summing up this afternoon the 

work of the executive council of that body, which has been in 

session for the last three days said
“the council considered the situation growing out of the 

organized iron and steel  industry. It is making an effor to bring 

about the best possible results. 

No new developements 

were noted today in the situ-

ation of the striking employ-

ees of the Butensewa Moer 

Works and the oficials of that 

company following the valient 

of yesterday. Leaders of the 

strike are on in the Maechan 

Hall and a

“It appears to be a great 

victory for the Liberty motor.” 

one official of the American 

Acro run declared. There was 

no doubt that Maynard and 

Gish took first and second 

honors respectively and both 

of their were equipped with 

the latest model Libery motor. 

El Paso Texas, Aug 30, – 

While American troops were 

scouring part of Mexico for 

Juan Retario, leader of the 

baudit gaug which raptrued 

and held for ransom , the 

army aviators., Pertersons and 

Davis, was their urly making 

his way about it. United states 

territory according to a leader 

purporting to the hand chief 

the print out in the 

The State Board of Tax Commissioners in a report given 

the Chronicle today announces a revision of the assessments 

of several local business corporations, based on their recent as-

sessment. A full account of the revision made in the personal 

property improvement and real estate was published in Tues-

day’s edition of the Chronical. The following revision of the 

county are based on the earnings of the respective firms.
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MARION PREPARING FOR
ENTERTAINMENT OF MANY

THOUSANDS FOR BIG RACE

MANY PROMINENT
MOTORCYCLE MEN

IN CITY FOR RACE
Riders Have Been Testing Mounts on Course

South of Town All This Week – 200 Mile
Race Begins at Eleven Monday Morning

– Grandstand is Completed.

 With visitors flocking to the city by the hundreds, Marion is fairly 
seething with excitement prior to the World Championship Road race that 
will be held Labor Day. Everything is ready for the speed event except for 
the vast crowd to assemble at the course and for the starter’s pistol to fire 
the shot that will start the world’s premier riders off on the greatest road 
race of the season.

Nothing is undone, and each camp is fairly bristling with anxiety 
and enthusiasm. Every racer is in trim for the event, and every mount is 
in shape to put forth its best efforts to bring home the bacon to its camp 
and rider. 

Huge Grandstand
The grandstand has been erected, and will hold five thousand wildly ex-
cited race enthusiasts. The course has been carefully gone over, and is in 
condition for a fast race. Down the stretch in front of the stands and pits 
the course has been oiled in order for the spectators to have a better view 
of the racers as the whirl by.

The pits have been placed directly opposite the grandstands, and 
the onlookers will have an opportunity to see pit work that will exceed 
the speed of the pitmen at Indianapolis in the automobile classic. The pit 
work of the teams play an important part in the winning of the race and 
each team is well supplied with men who can see that they are not delayed 
in that part of the race.
 Each team manager and rider seems confident that their mount 
will pull under the wire in first place. A calm determined spirit prevails in 
every camp, and every man is determined to battle to cross under the wire 
in first place.

Preliminary Trials.
The riders have been tuning up on the course for a week, and 

know each little peculiarity on the course. Every machine can easily make 
90 miles or better. Every racer knows that the race will be won largely by 
the skill of the rider, as all road races are, and as a result they have striven 
to know their machines and the course to perfection.

The riders are resting up on their mount, waiting for the time when 
they line up for the crucial test. Sunday, the machines will be given the 
final going over under the direction of the consulting engineers and the 
racers. The final once over will be given riders and mounts alike, and then 
the various teams will lay the final plans for winning the event.

The race will begin promptly at 11 o’clock Monday morning. 
It is expected that the wniner will flash across with a victory about two 
o’clock. It is expected that a speed of around 10 miles per hour will  be 
maintained. Nineteen riders have been entered in the event.

Many prominent motorcycle men are are in Marion today, coming 
early for the 200 mile race Monday. This contest is attracting widespread 
interest throughout the world and some of the biggest men in the motor-
cycle trade are coming for the event.

Charley Spencer, an old competition speed rider, who is connected 
with the Indian team this year is here and his knowledge will be invalu-
able to the present racers. C. D. Franklin, who with Spencer, designed an 
entirely new Indian within the past five weeks is also here. He is known 
as the “silent mechanic”of the Hendee Manufacturing Co. He has been 
on the automotive designing board of the government and his knowledge 
is recognized.

William Ottoway, a Harley-Davidson expert, whose skill is shown 
in the speed of the Harley at present, is also in Marion marking time for 
the big contest Monday. His judgment in racing matters is considered as 
paramount among motorcyclists.

H. B. Myers, lately discharged from the Motor Transport Corps of 
the U. S. Army is also here awaiting the opening shot of the pistol 
monday. He served in the Motorcycle Parts department of the Mainte-
nance Division.

What The Harley Captain Says
“RED” PARKHURST

“If we’re running at the finish, we’ll be inthe money, and we are always 
running at the finish. The Harley is a good old bus, and I think that we have 
the stuff to turn in another victory here in Marion. I’m just saying, watch 
the Harley.”

What The X Captain Says
BOB PERRY

“The old X is right there, and will give them all a battle for first honors. We 
are not bragging but I think that the man that wins will have to beat the X 
team. Our entire team are veteran riders and will give a good account of 
themselves on the course. The machines have the stuff, the tryouts have 

proven that, and I have hopes an X rider will pilot one to first place.”

What The Indian Captain Says
TEDDY CARROLL

“The Indian has just as good a chance as any machine on the course and I 
am satisfied that the Indian will make a good showing at the race. I expect 
that one of our men will flash under the wire a winner. The factory has built 
special machines for this event, and I think that they will carry one of our 
team to a victory. We have worked hard and have at least an even chance 
to win.”


